Alcester
Grammar School

Securing the best possible
future for our students

Dear Parents and Friends of the School
We are sure that, like us, you are very proud to be associated with this
wonderful school.
Our reputation as an outstanding grammar school is well deserved. Our
students achieve consistently excellent standards of academic attainment
and progress across a broad curriculum, and have the opportunity to
participate in an extensive extra-curricular programme underpinned by
superb pastoral care and support. Our unique ethos is built on warm and caring relationships
which encourage students to enjoy school, achieve their high aspirations and become wellrounded citizens of the future. This is all possible because we have been able to recruit and retain
a well-qualified and high performing team of staff, despite the twin challenges of the national
recruitment crisis and the booming overseas demand for English speaking secondary teachers.
We are sure too that you will be aware that the last few years have been a very challenging time
for school budgets. The next few years are set to be equally challenging as the secondary school
population across the country is growing faster than the real terms increase to school budgets.
Here at AGS we will see some limited benefit from the introduction of a new national funding
formula, but we will still be one of the lowest funded schools in the country, receiving over
£700,000 per year less than if we were funded at the same rate as we were a few years ago. This is
in the context of an overall budget of around £5,000 000. We have always been very proud that
you can't tell this from walking around the school!
The School’s Leadership Team, with the support of the Governing Body, have been able to deal
with budget cuts so far by achieving considerable savings in procurement and our expansion has
brought significant economies of scale. But we would not be in the stable financial position we
are today without the generosity of parents such as yourselves.
Each year the parental contribution to School Fund provides a significant sum of money to
support the running of the school. In 2016/17 this was £74,000. Without this support we have no
doubt that the school would look and feel impoverished. We would have to cut back on many of
the essential extras, such as student counselling, careers advice, music and drama events, sixth
form games and sports fixtures, including a fixture minibus, and subsidies for curriculum trips for
families who have financial difficulties. Or we might have to consider reducing provision in other
ways. By way of illustration, the money received from parental donations more than covers the
cost of employing two teachers in the early stages of their career.

If you are able to offer a regular standing order to the School Fund, this would help us
considerably. If you are already one of our many regular givers, then the school is very grateful for
your support so far. If you are not, then please do give consideration to joining your fellow
parents. A standing order of £30 per month works out at just less than a pound a day – without
doubt a bargain investment in your child’s future.
Whilst there is no obligation on any parent to give more than they can afford, nor even to donate
at all, we must be clear that pupils will inevitably lose if we have to balance the books without
additional revenue from School Fund. We do not make this approach to you lightly, but simply
with the desire to preserve as much as we can of the AGS student experience.
You will find a form on the following page and we would very much appreciate it if you could
complete it. Please also consider the Gift Aid option as this makes a significant difference to the
value of your contribution at no extra cost to you.
With many thanks in anticipation of your generous support,

Clive Sentance,

Sian Case,

Principal

Chair of Governors

ALCESTER GRAMMAR SCHOOL
DONATION FORM
(an electronic version is available on our website, www.alcestergs.co.uk
in the Information Section, under School Fund)
Surname:

Student(s)

Year:

Forename:

Year:

Address:

Home phone:
Mobile phone:

Post Code:

Email Address:

MONTHLY GIFT BY STANDING ORDER
I/We would like to support Alcester Grammar School with a MONTHLY gift by standing order of: (please tick one).

£10

£20

£30

£50

Signature:

£100

Other £

Date:

BANK DETAILS
If you would like us to set up the standing order on your behalf, please tick
and provide your bank details
below.
If you would prefer to set up the standing order yourself via online banking, or by sending a letter with the wording
below to your bank, please tick
To the Bank Manager of:
Address:

Please pay to:

Lloyds Bank

(your bank’s name)
I wish to set up a standing order for the sum of
£

201
day of
Starting the
and continue monthly until I give notice in writing.
This replaces any previous Standing Order payable to
‘Alcester Grammar School’.

22 Bridge Street

Name on Account:

Stratford-upon-Avon

My Account No:

CV37 6AG

My Bank Sort Code:

Sort Code:

30-98-26

Date:

Account No:
For the credit
of:

07698438
Alcester Grammar School –
School Fund

Reference:

GIFT AID

Signature:
(PLEASE INCLUDE STUDENT’S NAME AND SURNAME)

If you are a UK Taxpayer, you can boost your donation to us by 25p for every £1 you donate by simply signing the
Gift Aid Declaration below. It is important that this declaration is completed by the person who will make the
donation.
I would like to Gift Aid this donation and any donations I may make in the future or have made in the past
4 years to Alcester Grammar School. In doing so, I agree that I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay
less Income tax and/or Capital Gains tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all of my donations in the tax
year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
I am unable to Gift Aid donations
Signature:

Date:

OTHER WAYS OF GIVING
I am interested in being involved in the Parents’ Association, please pass my details on.
I am interested in approaching my employer to provide goods/services at enhanced discounts.
I am interested in providing my own goods/services at no cost.
I am interested in approaching my employer to match my gift.
I am interested in making a tax efficient gift of shares or other gifts.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT

