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“Alcester Grammar School 

is an outstanding school. 

It is a harmonious and well 

ordered community, 

steeped in high 

expectations and mutual 

respect for all.”

We believe that Alcester Grammar School offers a unique environment  
for post-16 education.
 
We believe that hard work, effective personal organisation and a happy 
student atmosphere are crucial to the considerable academic success 
achieved here.
 
We are especially keen to offer students a degree of responsibility for 
their own learning and personal development, within a framework of 
support and guidance. This increases from Year 12 to Year 13.
 
We offer a wide range of AS/A2 courses, with the freedom to choose 
almost ANY combination of subjects, plus an optional ‘Extend’ qualification.

We encourage students to take opportunities to develop old and new 
interests and skills, through taking part in, or through leadership of, a 
wide range of extra-curricular activities.
 
We devote time and resources to help those who have special needs, 
whether border-line candidates or highly gifted students.

Alcester Grammar School 
Sixth Form Prospectus

Aims 
This school seeks to be a place 
where:

Doors are always open for 
individuals and never closed in 
their faces.
 
People have the opportunity to 
become confident, caring, 
contributing members of a 
changing community.
 
People can develop towards 
their full potential... intellectually, 
socially and personally. 

The school strives to maintain 
and improve the high quality of 
its academic standards. 

Ethos 
Being happy is at the core of 
everything we do.

People are regarded as of equal 
value, regardless of gender, age, 
race or creed, yet each is seen as 
unique. All people have the right to 
be respected.
 
All members of the school should 
be helped to take responsibility for 
their own lives and learning in an 
environment which offers the 
opportunity to succeed; mistakes 
are seen as keys to learning.
 
Self-discipline is sought after as a 
long-term goal; daily behaviour is 
based on a framework of courtesy 
and consideration, with few 
written rules.

All people are expected to learn 
that caring and supportive 
behaviour creates a relaxed and 
warm community in which the 
special value of individuals can be 
cherished.
 
Learning is regarded as an active, 
sharing process. Students are 
expected to question, contribute, 
challenge, be challenged and 
work hard. 

Competition is seen as a valuable 
spur to growth, but only in a 
context of awareness of others 
and care for their needs. 
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“A new and dynamic 

sixth form team is driving 

forward ambitious plans 

for further improvement. 

Careful analysis of need 

has led to well targeted 

action, for example on 

improving students’ 

progress through 

rigorous monitoring and 

improving communal 

facilities, both of which 

are valued by the 

students.”

Welcome to the Sixth Form 
Sixth form Prospectus

We hope that all students who enter our Sixth Form will prove to be 
successful during their time here. Academic success is, of course, very 
important and we offer a wide range of AS/A2 courses so that you can 
pick the widest and most flexible combination of subjects.
 
In an effort to encourage both breadth and depth we expect our students 
to pick FOUR subjects in Year 12 (some choose five) to AS level and then 
continue at least three of these to A2 level. (Further Mathematics is the 
equivalent of two full A levels). Students can also choose one Extend option.
 
What to choose? 
If you are not sure what career you want to follow, then pick the subjects 
you enjoy the most. Your fourth subject could be a contrast to your other 
subjects (that is, it would broaden your studies) or it could complement 
them (i.e. help support your choices).
 
Talk to your subject teachers, as well as your careers teacher and adviser, 
and, of course, your parents, before making your final choice.
 
Subject to demand, we are offering 29 A levels including one double A 
level. Subjects are only offered based on viable group sizes. It is seldom 
the case that a subject does not run.
 

If a subject is over-subscribed, we 
will have to operate a waiting list 
system until a place becomes 
available. (See page 6). We will try 
our very best to offer you the 
subjects you want, but we cannot 
guarantee it in every case.

Personal success is also vital for 
all students – so you will have the 
opportunity to take part in music, 
drama, sport, discussion and 
debate, overseas visits, field trips, 
work in the community, etc. We 
emphasise the wider issues of 
education with our “informal” 
curriculum during lunch times, 
after school and in school holidays. 
All Year 12 will participate in a 
sporting programme, PSE and 
optional Extend programme. All 
students are regarded as equally 
important and we are accustomed 
to welcoming large numbers each 
year from outside the school – 
from some twenty two schools 
and colleges locally. Alcester 
Grammar is a caring, friendly 
school where relations between 
staff and students are good and 
extra help is readily available.
 

Detailed information on all  
subjects is available in this  
prospectus.
 
We do hope to see you soon and 
that you will enjoy your time here.

Your application must be 
received by 4:00pm on Friday 
28th February.
 
It is up to you to ensure that we 
receive your application by that 
date.
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The Sixth Form Team Mr Ian Young 
Vice Principal /

Head of Sixth Form

Admin Support Careers Advisors

Mrs Sue Armitage
Sixth Form Administration

First Aid

Mrs Karen Andrews
Sixth Form Administration

Mr Graham Wells
Assistant Head of 

Sixth Form
Careers/Work Experience 

Mrs Sarah Gerrard 
Independent 

Careers Advisor

Year 12 Staff Year 13 Staff

Dr Patrick Carr
Assistant Head of Year 12

Community Day

Mr Jamie Richens
Assistant Head of Year 13
Welcome Day & June Plan

Mrs Laura Sweetman
Assistant Head of Year 12

Awards Evening Additional Support

Miss Lisa Draper
SENCO

Mr Simon Coleman
Examinations Offi cer

Revd. Cathy Davies
Study Support 

Mrs Katie Parsons
Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

(Year 12)

Mrs Mary Preston
Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

(Year 13)

Mrs Beth Littleford
Assistant Head of Year 13

Careers Evening
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How many students are there in the school?

There are over 1,000 students in the school and over 100 staff members, of 
whom more than 80 are teachers. In each of years 7 and 8 there are 120 
students, in years 8 to 11 there are 90. The Sixth form (Years 12 and 13) has 
over 500 students. We believe that sixth formers benefit enormously from the 
leadership opportunities they have in working with younger students, whilst 
we also try to give them a degree of separate identity. Younger students can 
also see good examples of where, perhaps, they will be in a few years’ time!
 
Rules 
These are kept to a minimum; the school is a community in which 
everyone is involved. There is no formal set of sanctions, apart from the 
legally accepted ones of temporary or permanent exclusion. We believe 
that it is through the way in which we treat each other, that the 
individual’s welfare, security and development are affirmed.

We monitor and have expected targets for:

•	 lesson	attendance

•	 registration

•	 homework
 
A small but important number of rules must be observed for the sake of 
everyone’s health and safety, as well as for the school’s good reputation.
 
The school strictly prohibits the possession of tobacco or smoking and 
the use or possession of illegal substances as well as alcohol.
Chewing gum is not allowed. Fireworks are prohibited.

Students should make every effort to be a good representative of AGS 
when you are out of school.
 
Dress smartly, respect the local community (eg do not leave litter, be 
polite) and encourage others to do likewise.

Parents’ Evenings & reporting
Parents of each year group are 
invited to the school to meet staff 
and to discuss their son/daughter’s 
progress and development twice a 
year. We believe that these evenings 
are a vital link between the school 
and parents: students are also 
encouraged to attend so that they 
are fully involved in their education. 
Parents will also receive a number 
of emailed progress checks per 
academic year. Parents of Year 12 
students are also provided with 
one Information Evening in the 
Spring term. The dates of these 
meetings are published in the 
school calendar early each year.

Communication 
It is vital that effective 
communication is maintained 
between staff, students and 
parents. In this respect all Sixth 
Form students have their own 
pigeon hole. Communication with 
parents is principally through email 
and via our website.

Parents’ Association 
The Parents’ Association hopes 
that all parents of students of the 
school will participate fully in its 
activities and be willing to serve on 
its committee. The purpose of the 
Association is to foster good 
relations between the school and 
the parents and to raise funds to 
provide amenities for the school 
not otherwise provided by the 
Government. There is no annual 
subscription and all parents or 
guardians of children in the school 
are members. The Association 
issues regular newsletters giving 
details of their activities.

Houses 
The focus for many competitive 
activities is the house system. The 
four houses: Spencer, Newport, 
Dobell and Wells compete each 
year for the Championship Shield 
and other trophies. Sixth Formers 
take a principal part in the 
organisation of house matches 
and other events.
 
Opportunities for leadership 
Apart from the house system, we 
actively seek ways of providing 
students with opportunities to 
develop their leadership and 
organisational skills, as we are 
aware that many young people 
have undeveloped talent in this 
area. Each year, Year 12 elect their 
leaders for the posts of Head Boy/
Girl, Deputy Head Boy/Girl, Events  
and Technical Managers, Charity 
and Eco Managers and 
Chairperson/Deputy Chair (see 
page 42).

Careers
In Year 12 all students undertake a 
careers programme, attend our 
Careers Evening and have 
thorough preparation and 
guidance for university or career.

“The school’s 

international links are a 

significant strength.

There exists a hunger for 

innovation and change 

throughout the school, 

grounded in the belief 

that all students should 

have a passion for 

learning and should learn 

from a wide variety of 

experiences.”
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“The school is acutely 

aware of the needs of all 

students through its 

philosophy of ensuring 

that no child ‘becomes 

invisible’.”

Charging and remissions 
Educational activities: as far as possible education provided by the 
school, within school hours, aims to be free of charge. At the same time, 
activities in and out of school time which enhance the students’ learning 
opportunities will only take place if the cost can be met from a range of 
sources. Often this will mean asking for voluntary contributions from 
parents.
 
Letters sent to parents requesting payment for activities state that they 
should contact the Principal in confidence if they would like their son/
daughter to take part in the activity, but are prevented from doing so by 
financial constraints.
 
Public Examinations: the school will not charge fees for entry to any 
examination for which the student has been prepared by the school 
through a taught course, except Extend options and/or unless the 
examination is a resit. If the student fails to complete examination 
requirements (e.g. fails to hand in coursework) or is absent for the 
examination then the student or parents will be liable for the cost, except 
in exceptional circumstances agreed by the Principal.
 
Music Lessons: the school may charge a nominal amount for individual 
tuition.
 
Sports Activities: the school does not charge for travel to sports 
activities e.g. fixtures, but reserves the right to do so in future.
 
A full copy of the school’s Charging and Remissions Policy is available 
from the school on request. 

School fund 
The school fund (to which all students’ families are invited to contribute 
voluntarily) is used to subsidise a wide variety of activities, transport to 
matches and amenities, which are not provided from the state funded 
budget. Without this extra source of funding the life of the school and the 
opportunities for the children would be severely restricted. The willingness 
of parents to enhance the richness of extra-curricular activities is greatly 
appreciated. The contribution for which we ask is £90 for the two years, 
of which £40 is returnable as a book deposit.

The school also operates a Gift Aid scheme. We should be very grateful if 
all parents would consider using this scheme as this would raise our 
income a great deal, at no extra cost to parents. Details will be provided 
for all new parents.
 
School magazine 
“The Record” has been in continuous publication since 1913 and is 
published each Autumn. It provides a permanent record of the school’s 
activities during the year and news of Old Scholars. It also contains 
original articles from students and Old Scholars. This is now available on 
the school’s website and hard copies are kept in the school library.

Awards Evening
All Year 13 students (and Year 12 prize winners) are warmly invited back 
in the September after they have left to celebrate their A level 
achievements. This currently occurs in the middle of the month and 
includes special subject and student voted prizes.
 
Final note 
We are proud of this school which we believe has a special quality of 
relationships within it and a happy working atmosphere, where there is a 
sense of security, warmth and challenge. We believe that education is 
much more than the syllabuses of examination boards, and that high 
levels of academic success are not incompatible with the development of 
the whole person. 
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Entry requirements

Generally, students may be admitted providing they achieve:
•	 a minimum of Grade B at GCSE in four subjects (only GCSE will be accepted  - not other vocational equivalents)
•	 at least Grade C in Mathematics and English Language
•	 at least a minimum of Grade B in the subjects that they select to study to AS level (if the subject ‘exists’/has been studied at GCSE level)
•	 meet the specific subject requirements detailed below

Entry Process
Stage 1

Open Evening 14th November 
(talks at 5.15pm/6pm/6.45pm/7.30pm) 
– decide on between 4 and 7 subjects 
to sample.

Stage 2

Email these choices to the 
Sixth Form Office by 10th January 
(sixthform@alcestergs.com).

Stage 3

Attend Subject Sampling Evening on 
6th February to trial the 4 to 7 subjects 
chosen.

Stage 4

Complete the Application Form and 
return it to the Sixth Form Office no 
later than 4pm on 28th February (by 
post or email). It is your responsibility 
to make sure your form is received 
by that date and time. 

Stage 5

Attend informal interview during 
March/April 2014.

Stage 6

Attend Student and Parent 
Induction Evening on 25th June 
(3pm/5pm/7pm).

Stage 7

Register on GCSE Results Day –  
21st August before 12 noon.

In the event of a ‘near miss’ with 
grades, students will be offered an 
interview with the aim of placing them 
in appropriate subjects.

Important: Following Stage 5 all students will be contacted regarding offers. Those who are predicted to meet the grade criteria above will be 
given ‘guaranteed’ offers (subject to our standard admissions policy). Students who, on receipt of their GCSE results in August, fail to meet the 
required grades/terms of their offer will be reviewed in order of merit and places will be awarded where possible, in terms of set capacity in their 
chosen subjects and if it is in the student’s best interests. We will endeavour to fit all students on to appropriate courses.

Subject Specific entry requirement Prospectus 
  page no.

Art B grade at GCSE 12

Biology A grade at GCSE single award or AA double award, plus B in Maths 14

Business Studies B grade at GCSE in English Language (or English) plus B grade in Business Studies, if studied 15

Chemistry A grade at GCSE single award or AA double award, plus A in Maths 16

Design Technology B grade at GCSE or in a related GCSE course 17

Economics B grade at GCSE in both Maths and English Language (or English) plus B grade in Economics, if studied 18

English Language B grade at GCSE (English Language or English) 19

English Literature B grade at GCSE, plus B in English Language or English 20

French A grade at GCSE 27

Geography B grade at GCSE in English Language (or English) plus B grade in Geography, if studied 21

German A grade at GCSE 27

History B grade at GCSE in English Language (or English) plus B grade in History, if studied 22

Home Economics B grade at GCSE in English Language (or English) plus B grade in FT or F & N, if studied 23

ICT Must meet minimum entry requirements (4 Bs plus C in Maths & Eng Lang) 24

Maths (mechanics) A grade at GCSE 25

Maths (statistics) A grade at GCSE 25

Maths (Further) 
DOUBLE A level A grade at GCSE  26

Music A grade at GCSE, plus grade 5 in practical and theory 29

Music technology B grade at GCSE in Music, plus good IT skills 30

PE B grade in PE, if studied, plus a regular commitment to two sports 34

Performance Studies Must meet minimum entry requirements (4 Bs plus C in Maths & Eng Lang) 31

Philosophy B grade at GCSE in both Maths and English Language (or English) plus B grade in Philosophy, if studied 32

Photography Must meet minimum entry requirements (4 Bs plus C in Maths & Eng Lang) plus digital portfolio 33

Physics A grade at GCSE single award or AA double award, plus A in Maths 35

Psychology B grade at GCSE in English Language (or English) plus B grade in Psychology, if studied 36

Religious Studies B grade at GCSE in English Language (or English) plus B grade in RE, if studied 37

Spanish A grade at GCSE 27

Statistics B grade at GCSE in Mathematics 38

Theatre Studies B grade at GCSE in English Language (or English) plus B grade in Theatre Studies (Drama), if studied 39
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Admissions arrangements 
For Alcester Grammar School Sixth Form

Admission of students from outside Alcester Grammar 
School 
(It is assumed that Alcester Grammar School students will continue into 
the Sixth Form). The planned admission number for students from 
outside Alcester Grammar School for September 2013 is 180.
 
In the event of over subscription to Year 12 places are offered to 
applicants, who meet the academic criteria above, in the following order 
of priority. 

a. Students currently attending Alcester Grammar School. 
b. Children in the care of or provided with accommodation by a Local 

Authority (section 22 Children Act 1989).
c. Other applicants by distance from Alcester Grammar School.

For applicants in categories b. and c. the order of priority will be 
determined by the straight line distance of the applicant’s home address 
from the school. Shortest distance = highest priority. Ordnance Survey 
software is used to determine the exact distance from home thresholds 
to the school’s entrance. 

“The school has 

continued to build upon 

its strengths over recent 

years and it has 

maintained its 

outstanding 

performance. Priorities 

for further improvement 

are appropriate and they 

are known and 

understood by all. Staff 

value the approaches 

taken by senior leaders 

and morale is high.”

What happens when a 
subject group is full? 
A waiting list will be set up for that 
subject. Alcester Grammar School 
students will be ranked first and 
students from outside school 
ranked using the above priorities. 
If any (AGS or ‘external’) 
student should change his/her 
mind about subject choice after 
the closing date of 28th 
February 2014, he/she will go to 
the bottom of any waiting list 
for their ‘new’ choice of subject. 
Any student failing to meet the 
criteria to get into any AS 
subject will go to the bottom of 
any subject waiting lists they 
then seek to join.
 
Subject Sampling Evening
It is essential that all serious 
applicants attend the Subject 
Sampling Evening in January so 
that the ‘right’ four subjects are 
chosen (for the above reasons). 
Failure to attend will affect your 
application.
 
Induction 
All applicants are invited to attend 
the Induction Evening on 
Wednesday 25th June 2014. We 
regard this as very important and 
assume non-attendance means 
you do not wish to continue with 
your application.

What happens in August? 
GCSE results are issued on 
Thursday 21st August 2014. It is 
essential that students and their 
parents are available on that day 
to complete the registration 
process. Any student who has not 
confirmed his/her place by 12pm 
on Thursday 21st August 2014 
will lose that place so that we can 
offer it to someone else.

Refusal of admission to Year 12 
Any applicant who is refused 
admission to Year 12 is entitled to 
appeal to an independent appeal 
panel. Further information can be 
obtained from the School.

Progression to Year 13 
Students must achieve a minimum 
of a D Grade in three subjects at 
AS level to continue to A2.

Summary 
To ensure a ‘priority’ application 
you must:
•	 Attend	Subject	Sampling	

Evening (6th February 2014)
•	 Apply	before	4pm	on	28th	

February 2014
•	 Attend	Induction	Evening	on	

25th June 2014
•	 Register	before	12pm	on	

21st August 2014 with the 
minimum grade 
requirements for the 
subjects you applied for
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Sixth Form dress code

The Sixth Form encourages smart, stylish dress which expresses our 
students’ self-confidence, pride and sense of the standards expected in 
business and professional workplaces.

The maintenance of a high standard of presentation is important to 
Alcester Grammar School. Smart office dress is required at all times 
when students attend.

For male students this will include suit trousers, matching suit jacket,  
shirt and tie.

For female students this will include a suit of a formal type comprising of 
either a dress and jacket, or trousers/skirt with a blouse and jacket. If 
trousers/skirt are worn the jacket must be matching. If a formal dress is 
worn the jacket may be contrasting.

Therefore the male and female dress code is two-tone only.

Students may choose to wear a plain jumper or cardigan underneath 
their jacket if required.

General points 

1. Our aim is to keep rules and restrictions to the minimum, while 
maintaining a smart appearance, and we appreciate co-
operation in this. 

2.  All clothing should be clearly named. 

3.  Any jewellery worn should not be obvious and students with 
pierced ears should wear plain STUDS or SMALL SLEEPERS.

 
Please follow these rules co-operatively so that, within the 
freedoms allowed, we can still retain a smart and stylish 
appearance. 

“Sixth formers are mature 

young adults and play an 

important part in the life 

of the school, for example 

by supporting younger 

students.”

Footwear:

Smart, appropriate footwear required (no trainers, boots or flip flops)
N.B. Health & Safety regulations do not allow students taking practical subjects to wear 
open-toed footwear.

Outdoor coats and scarves are not to be worn around the school site 
(cloakroom provision available for coats worn to and from school)

Facial piercing is not appropriate.

Extremes of fashion are not acceptable in a school with younger students.
The school reserves the right to decide what is considered appropriate.

The point is to be office-like as well as stylish.

Games Uniform:

Games kit should be appropriate to the activity – your teacher will give 
necessary guidance. Many students wear their old P.E. kit.
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Available subjects and levels ‘Extend’

Listed below are the AS level options (all of which lead to A2)

You MUST choose FOUR AS levels Prospectus 
(or THREE if one is a Double A level) Page number

Art 12

Biology 14

Business Studies 15

Chemistry 16

Design Technology 17

Economics 18

English Language 19

English Literature 20

French 27

Geography 21

German 27

History 22

Food, Nutrition and Health (Home Economics) 23

Information and Communication Technology 24

Mathematics (Mechanics or Statistics) 25

Further Mathematics (Double A level) 26

Music Technology 28

Music 29

Performance Studies 31

Philosophy 32

Photography 33

Physical Education 34

Physics 35

Psychology 36

Religious Studies 37

Spanish 27

Statistics 38

Theatre Studies 39

STUDENTS CAN ALSO CHOOSE ONE ‘EXTEND’ OPTION (SEE RIGHT)

All Year 12 students can choose one ‘Extend’ option 
to further broaden their experience. The options 
range from AS/IB academic subjects to more 
vocational experiences – all of which are designed to 
enhance students’ UCAS applications and CVs.

These currently include:

Awards
	 •	 Arts	Leadership	Award
	 •	 Community	Sport	Leadership	Award
	 •	 Debating	and	Mock	Trial

Further AS/IB Qualifications
	 •	 General	Studies	AS	Level
	 •	 Extended	Project	Qualification

More details about applying for Extend options 
will be discussed at the Open Evening on  
25th June.

“Over the years the 

school has developed a 

reputation for curriculum 

innovation built on the 

school’s view that 

learning outside the 

classroom extends 

learning horizons.”
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This is a Fine Art course, 
specialising in traditional and new 
digital media. It aims to encourage 
and develop a variety of responses 
to observational and thematic 
starting points. Throughout the 
course you will tackle a number of 
structured drawing, painting and 
photography exercises designed to 
improve your technical skills. You 
will be encouraged to find your 
own style and pursue appropriate 
personal areas of interest.
 
What do I need to know or 
be able to do before taking 
this course? 
The best foundation for success 
at AS and A level Art is a good 

grade in the subject at GCSE. 
Prospective students should have 
attained at least a grade B. You 
should be prepared to take on 
board new ideas and methods of 
approach and be able to work in 
an adventurous and individualistic 
way.
 
You should have an understanding 
of the basic elements of art – 
colour, tone, form etc., and also 
some appreciation of the place of 
art and design in the world – its 
history and its purpose. Above all, 
you should have an interest in 
creating and understanding art 
and the determination to develop 
that interest.

Fine Art 
(AS and A2)

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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This is a course for creative-
minded students who are keen to 
develop not only painting and 
drawing skills but also the 
expressive possibilities of 
photography, digital media and 
film-making. Advancements in 
technology in the last decade 
have broken down old boundaries 
between traditional and new 
creative disciplines. Fine Art can 
now mean many things; an ipad 
can be used to draw and paint as 
effectively as a pencil and a brush. 
And Photoshop is a brilliant 
method of collage/layering images. 
Traditional drawing and painting 
techniques are just as important 
as they’ve always been, but so too 
are these new approaches to 
creative image-making. 

What could I go on to do at 
the end of my course? 
Many students have gone on to 
pursue their interests in Art and 
Design on Foundation courses 
(Bourneville, Oxford Brookes, 
Cheltenham, Leamington) whilst 
others have secured places on 
degree courses such as Fine Art, 
Illustration, Fashion, Marketing 
and Advertising, Computer 
Animation, etc. Creative industries 
currently employ more than 2 
million people in the UK and this is 
forecast to grow.

Art is also a subject to consider 
alongside ‘academic’ A levels. It will 
help you to develop transferable 
skills relevant to many degree 
courses and careers. This year our 
most successful AS student who 
is applying to study Medicine at 
university wrote on her personal 
statement: “Fine Art has developed 
my patience and observational 
skills; I feel confident in my 
dexterity to perform procedures 
such as suturing and cannulation.”

Success in A/AS level Art requires 
determination and dedication. 
However, whichever future path 
you choose it can be a very 
rewarding beginning.

If you’re happy just going through 
the motions and being told what 
to do next then the chances are 
you won’t like this course and 
shouldn’t be doing it. There is no 
‘house-style’ in the Art 
Department. You will be 
encouraged to find your own style 
and pursue appropriate areas of 
interest.

Over the last decade this course 
has established an excellent 
reputation. Currently in both Fine 
Art (AS & A2) and Photography 
(AS) endorsements the work of 
Alcester Grammar school 
students has been selected by 
Edexcel to show on their subject 
website to exemplify A grade 
performance. 
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Biology 
(AS and A2)

Biology has a massive and ever 
growing impact on our lives. The 
evidence for this is in the regular 
news items on topics such as 
Swine Flu, vaccines, MRSA, stem 
cells, cloning, gene therapy, 
impacts of global warming, 
disappearing habitats and 
species, new treatments for 
cancer, the ‘obesity epidemic’, 
diabetes, asthma, diet fads, 
anti-ageing treatments, DNA 
technology etc.
 
A study of biology will give you an 
understanding of many of these 
areas and much more. It will equip 
you to make informed decisions 
about so many crucial aspects of 
21st century life. It is much more 
than a set of facts. It is a scientific 
way of thinking and analyzing that 
allows you to look at claims and 
data critically. As such it makes a 
good basis  for many areas of 
study and for life generally.

The AQA course is designed to 
be as relevant as possible, 
especially in its coverage of 
human biology. The coverage of 
human physiology, disease and 
treatments makes this course a 
very attractive option to those 
students who want a strong 
emphasis on human biology.

What is in the course? 
AS consists of 2 theory modules plus a coursework practical skills 
assignment.

Module 1: Autumn Term

Contains: Pathogens and defence, digestion, biochemistry, cells, 
lungs, heart. This is a foundation module, and will include 
plenty of practical and data handling tasks.

Module 2: Spring term with June exam = 46.66% of AS (23.33% of A2)

Contains: DNA structure and function, genetic diversity, haemoglobin 
and gas transport, Plant cells, cell division, size and 
complexity in the animal kingdom, breathing, exchange and 
circulation systems. Classification, evolution, selection and 
adaptation, diversity.

Coursework: Skills are assessed through tasks set by the exam board 
(EMPA or ISA). These involve a practical then a short exam 
= 20% of AS (10% of A2)

For	full	details	visit	the	AQA	website:	www.aqa.org.uk 
 
A2 begins straight after AS exams in mid June. There is a field course 
(ecology) before the end of term. 
 
Module 4: Autumn term

Contains: ecology, respiration, photosynthesis, genetics

Module 5: Spring Term with June exams including synoptic elements 
and an essay = 23.33%

Contains: coordination and behaviour, muscles, homeostasis, genetic 
control and gene expression, genetic engineering technologies

Module 6: Skills assessed via practical tasks (PSAs) and exam board 
issued EMPA as at AS level = 10% of the A2

With an A* grade available at A2 we encourage students to get full value 
from “extension” work and also reading outside the strict syllabus.

Examples of human centred 
topics which are in the 
biology scheme include:
Heart disease, cancer, stem cells, 
cholera, TB, emphysema, asthma, 
antibiotics, MRSA, vaccinations, 
monoclonal antibodies as 
diagnostic and treatment tools, 
human population; and agricultural 
issues such as conservation 
management, animal breeding, 
pollution, and its impact on wildlife 
diversity.

Who should consider 
biology?
Students looking to the wide 
range of biology related higher 
education courses such as 
medicine, veterinary, food science, 
agriculture, horticulture, forensics, 
microbiology, ecology, genetics, 
etc. You will need to take 
chemistry alongside biology for 
many of these.

•	 Students	looking	at	a	stand	
alone science for interest/ 
balance/contrast. Some of our 
very best students have taken 
it alongside Art, Languages, 
English, History, Business etc. 

In the last few years students have had the opportunity to go on an 
Operation Wallacea Expedition. We hope to run one in 2015.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Business Studies 
(AS and A2)

Business Studies is an exciting and broad based modular subject that effectively covers a number 
of business related disciplines, from marketing to human resource management and from 
economics to law.
 
Being a modular course you will be sitting four exams in total – spread throughout the two years. 
A level Business Studies links very well with A level Economics, as both subjects look at common 
issues, albeit from different perspectives. 

In Year 12 you will focus on the core business issues where you will gain an understanding of how 
businesses are organised, their objectives and the environment within which they operate. You will 
need to be aware of issues and be able to respond to business problems and opportunities using 
analytical and evaluative skills, in the context of pre-issued case studies.

The Year 12 course covers: 
internal organisation, objectives, marketing, operations management, 
accounting and finance, people in organisations, business law and 
external economic influences.

In Year 13 you will: 
study ONE of the modules (from: marketing, production, people in 
organisations or accounting and finance) to study in more depth. Finally, 
you will sit a synoptic business strategy paper which will draw all the 
areas that you have studied together.
 
Programme of study and assessment 

Year 12 
Autumn Term:  Commence ‘Investigating Business’ module. 
 
Spring Term:  Commence ‘Business Functions’ module.
 
Summer Term: Business Functions (F292) exam (2hrs) in June 
 (30% of total A level). 
 Investigating Business (F291) exam. 

(1hr) in June.
 (20% of total A level)
 Commence A2 module
 (see Y13 Autumn Term)

At this stage the student will have completed an  
AS level in Business Studies.

Year 13 
Autumn Term:  Business Production (F296).
 
Spring Term: Commence Strategy module.
 
Summer Term: Strategy (F297) and Production (F296) 

exam in June. 
 
On completion of the Year 13 modules the student will attain an A 
level in Business Studies.
 
Teaching methods 
Note taking, data handling, case studies, role plays, presentations, 
debates and discussions, videos and educational visits. In recent years 
the Economics and Business Studies Department has taken major 
school trips to Cairo, Rome, Prague, Florence, Lisbon, Thailand, Tallinn 
and India, as well as regular local visits to firms such as Peugeot. This 
year’s destination is Rome with future trips planned for New York.
 
Skills developed 
Data response, research, mini-essay writing, mathematical, ICT 
communication (written, oral and visual), analytical and evaluative.

Workload 
Four separate 1 hour lessons (including one lecture) plus four hours of 
personal study per week.
 
Further opportunities 
You will be equipping yourself for a very large variety of Business related 
courses in Higher Education and/or opening the door to a wide number of 
career opportunities. Areas that you could specialise in after completing 
this A level include marketing, law, accounting and finance, human 
resource management, economic planning and general management.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Chemistry 
(AS and A2)

Why A level Chemistry at 
Alcester Grammar School? 
Chemistry is an exciting, relevant 
and challenging science providing 
answers to everyday questions 
through a practical and problem 
solving approach. 

A qualification in chemistry is 
highly valued and leads to a wide 
variety of careers. If you are 
undecided about your future, 
more options are kept open by 
studying chemistry.
 
AGS chemists have gone on to 
study Engineering at Exeter 
University, Material Science and 
Physics at Bath University, 
Chemistry at Warwick, Durham, 
York and Oxford University, 
Pathobiology at Reading University, 
Environmental Earth Science at 
University of Wales, Biomedical 
Science at Keele University, 
Medicine at University of Liverpool, 
Environmental Geology at 
Southampton University, Natural 
Sciences at Cambridge University 
and Veterinary Science at Bristol 
University.

Course outline 
The course is split into six 
modules. The first three comprise 
the AS course and the others are 
taken for the final A level. Practical 
work is assessed continuously 
throughout Years 12 and 13. Skills 
such as planning, manipulation, 
observation and interpretation are 
assessed throughout the course.
 
The course involves the study of a 
variety of topics concerning 
Inorganic, Organic and Physical 
Chemistry. Topics include atomic 
structure, chemical bonding, 
energetics, equilibria, chemical 
kinetics, entropy, groups 1 - 7 of 
the periodic table, periodicity, 
green chemistry and a study of 
organic compounds.

Course aims 

•	 To	stimulate	and	sustain	students’	interest	in,	and	enjoyment	of,	
chemistry. 

•	 To	develop	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	chemistry	at	this	level.	

•	 To	foster	imaginative	and	critical	thinking.

 

Skills developed 

•	 Using	practical	techniques	to	investigate	the	behaviour	of	materials.	

•	 Identifying	and	interpreting	trends	in	the	behaviour	of	substances.	

•	 Solving	problems,	applying	knowledge	and	communicating	ideas.	

•	 Understanding	and	interpreting	information	using	mathematical	
techniques. 

•	 Consideration	of	the	social.	economic	and	environmental	importance	
of chemistry. 

Course expectations and requirements 

•	 Weekly	homeworks	are	set	(around	five	hours	per	week)	which	must	
meet clear deadlines. 

•	 Work	should	be	tackled	early	and	help	sought	when	needed.	

•	 To	successfully	complete	the	A2	Chemistry	course,	students	are	
strongly recommended to have taken ‘AS’ Mathematics.

•	 Students	should	seek	further	advice	if	they	are	intending	to	take	
Chemistry without either Mathematics or another science at A level.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Design Technology 
(AS and A2)

The course is designed to develop individual students’ needs and 
provides the opportunities to explore product, furniture, architecture, 
jewellery and fashion design options. It aims to develop a foundation of 
creative practice, technological knowledge and theoretical understanding. 
Emphasis is placed on acquiring and developing the skills needed to use 
current and emerging materials and technologies in a creative, intelligent 
and sustainable way. Practical knowledge will be gathered from direct 
experience and the use of materials in context within the distinct areas of 
practice. You will develop a sensitivity towards the qualities of materials 
as well as their potential sustainable and appropriate application. You will 
also become aware that designers, through the specification of materials 
and processes, are responsible for the preservation of the world’s 
resources.
 
So what should you expect to study?
The AS & A level courses each contain an extended task that covers 
design and making skills, materials, manufacturing technology and digital 
skills for design. Your creative development will be underpinned by a 
user-based approach to consumer design, while integrated studies for 
the written exam in each course will look at design history, manufacturing 
and contemporary issues which enrich a theoretical and contextual 
framework to support your coursework.

What we expect from you
It is recommended that students have a minimum grade B in a design-
based subject along with the appropriate practical skills to support their 
personal studies at this level. You should also have the drive, passion and 
commitment to challenge yourself at every level of the course. If you have 
not undertaken a GCSE in a Design & Technology subject and want to do 
the course, evidence of a portfolio and skill level work is required. Please 
contact the Head of Department for further details.

Recent students have gone on to 
study Product, Furniture and 
Fashion Design at Ravensbourne; 
Furniture, Textiles and Fashion at 
Nottingham Trent, Transport 
Design at Huddersfield and 
Coventry, Design Technology at 
Manchester Met, Fashion at The 
London College of Fashion, 
Jewellery at Middlesex and UCE 
and Architectural Design at Bath, 
Cardiff and Newcastle, Product 
Design at Central St. Martins, 
Kingston and Bournemouth.

Y13 A Level Qualification 

•	 A	written	exam	paper.	

•	 A	single	substantial	design	
and make project.

Y12 AS Qualification 

•	 A	written	exam	paper.	

•	 An	extended	design	and	
make project.

Summary of assessment 
Both the AS and A courses 
require a portfolio of design and 
make projects which get 
increasingly more complex in 
structure. Projects and 
assignments are undertaken, from 
which a portfolio of work together 
with products are presented for 
assessment.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Economics 
(AS and A2)

Economics is a broad based 
modular subject that covers both 
micro and macro economic issues 
– that is how our market system 
works, its failings and how the 
government, through interest 
rates, taxation and other 
measures can influence its 
operation, politics and Europe. 

Why do cans of Coke cost 70p? 

Why do we fly with BA? 

How much choice do we really 
have when we are buying goods? 

How does the Government help 
us? 

Should the European Union 
enlarge even further?

Should we have the Euro? 

Should the railways really be 
privately controlled?

Should we have congestion 
charges?

How can environmental 
problems be solved by 
economics?

How can I use ‘Game Theory’ to 
second guess my opponents in 
all aspects of life? 

Should HS2 be built? 

Economics is everywhere. You will 
be studying issues relating to why 
prices change, why certain firms 
dominate markets, why we pay 
taxes, political and international 
issues and how we generally live 
our lives. You will begin to see the 
world as an economist does – and 
see how you can maximise your 
own and others’ benefit from our 
market system.

Being a modular course you will be 
sitting four exams in total. A level 
Economics links very well with A 
level Business Studies as both 
subjects look at common issues, 
albeit from different perspectives. In 
Year 12 you will focus on the core 
economic issues – how our market 
works and why we take the decisions 
we do with our money, jobs and 
lives generally. You will need to be 
aware of economic issues (from 
newspapers, television etc.) and 
be able to respond to economic 
problems and opportunities. You 
will also look at how the national 
economy operates. In Year 13 you 
will look again at the national 
economy and the huge economic 
and social decisions that need to 
be made by the UK government 
with regard to transport. You will 
then go on to study European and 
global economics.

The Year 12 course covers: 
The market system, theory of the 
firm, monopolies and government 
control, market imperfections and 
externalities (e.g. environmental 
concerns), National Income 
Accounting, government objectives 
and the national economy (e.g. 
unemployment, inflation, standard 
of living), International trade.
 
In Year 13 you cover: 
A study of the UK economy – how 
it functions, how the government 
influences it to achieve its objectives, 
a study of the economics of transport 
or leisure, a study of European 
Economics, the Euro, European 
enlargement and globalisation.

Programme of study and 
assessment 

Year 12 
Autumn Term: Commence the 

Markets in Action 
module.

Spring Term: Commence 
National and 
International 
Economy module. 

Summer Term: Continue module 
and sit National 
and International 
Economy exam 
(1hr 30 mins). 

 Plus Markets in 
Action Exam 
(F584).

At this stage the student will have 
completed an AS level in 
Economics.
 
Year 13 
Autumn Term: Commence A2 

Transport 
Economics 
module.

Spring Term: Commence A2 
The Global 
Economy module. 

Summer Term: Continue module 
from Spring Term. 
Sit Global 
Economy exam 
(2hrs). 
Go Transport 
Exam (2hrs).

On completion of the Year 13 
modules the student will attain a 
full A level in Economics.

Teaching methods 
Note taking, data handling, case 
studies, role plays, presentations, 
debates and discussions, videos, 
and educational visits (in recent 
years the Economics and 
Business Studies Department has 
taken major school trips to Cairo, 
Rome, Berlin, Prague, Florence 
and Thailand). This year’s 
destination is Rome.
 
Skills developed 
Data response, research, 
mini-essay writing, mathematical, 
communication (written, oral and 
visual), analytical and evaluative.
 
Workload 
Four separate 1 hour lessons 
(including one lecture) plus four 
hours of personal study per week.
 
Further opportunities 
You will be equipping yourself for a 
very large variety of Economics 
related courses in Higher 
Education and/or opening the 
door to a wide number of career 
opportunities. Areas that you 
could specialise in after 
completing this AS / A level 
include the economic disciplines 
of transport, welfare, the 
environment, European 
developments, finance, 
economics and politics and 
economic history.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.



A
LC

E
S

TE
R

 G
R

A
M

M
A

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L 

S
ixth Form

 P
rosp

ectus

19

What are you likely to study 
in each academic year?

Year 12
Unit 1: Language Today
A study of the varieties of 
contemporary language.
Exam 60%

Unit 2: Exploring the writing 
process
Journalistic, narrative and script 
writing (coursework).

Year 13
Unit 3: Language Diversity and 
Children’s Language 
Development
Exam 60%

Unit 4: Language Investigation 
Coursework

English Language 
(AS and A2 - Edexcel)

English Language at Advanced Level, with Edexcel, is the study of how 
English is used – both nationally and internationally – by a variety of 
different people in many different ways. It also explores how English has 
developed over time, why our spelling system is so arbitrary and how 
technology is beginning to affect usage. Theories about how children 
acquire the ability to speak and write are also explored.

Your AS course (Year 12)

You will learn: 

•	 the	components	of	language:	word	classes,	sentence	forms,	sound	
systems, whole text structure, how context affects usage

You will compose: 

•	 two	pieces	of	writing	for	coursework:	one	for	a	reading	audience	and	
one for a listening audience

Your A2 course (Year 13)

You will learn: 

•	 the	diversity	of	English:	middle,	early	modern,	late	modern;	influences	
of other languages, usage in different regions of the UK and of the 
world

•	 the	ways	in	which	children	acquire	and	develop	language

You will investigate: 

•	 a	distinctive	area	of	the	English	Language	which	interests	you	 
and deliver your findings in a presentation

Methods of Assessment 

AS: one examination;  
two compositions submitted as 
coursework.

A2: one examination; an 
investigation and presentation 
submitted as coursework.

Where next? 
English Language A level is the 
ideal introduction to linguistics 
higher education courses. It acts 
as an excellent base for those 
considering careers in 
communications (e.g. Media or 
Marketing), education, language 
development (e.g. Speech 
Therapy) or any career where 
analysis and control of language is 
key (Law for example).

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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English Literature 
(AS and A2 - AQA B)

Do you read widely and enjoy expressing your strongly held views about 
what you have read? Do you want to feed your fascination by learning 
how stories are created in a range of different genres? Do you like offering 
alternative interpretations from the norm? Are you an independent and 
original thinker? If so, then this could be the course for you.

English	Literature	at	Advanced	level,	with	AQA	B,	is	the	study	of	plays,	
poems and novels – both contemporary and classic – written by a variety 
of female and male authors from this country and abroad; it also covers 
inquiry into how narrative is created and offers the opportunity for critical 
and creative writing.

Students need to be aware that some of the issues encountered through 
the texts studied are powerful life experiences, often expressed in equally 
powerful language.

Your AS course covers 6 texts (Year 12)

You will read and respond to: 

•	 contemporary	novels	(eg	The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini or  
The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald), a 20th century play  
(The History Boys by Alan Bennett), some narrative poetry (eg by 
Rossetti, Keats, Frost), Twelfth Night by Shakespeare

You will compose: 

•	 two	pieces	of	writing	for	coursework:	one	in	response	to	a	20th	
century play;  
one in response to Shakespeare

•	 one	of	these	pieces	may	be	a	creative	response;	the	other	has	to	be	
a critique

Your A2 course covers 6 
texts (Year 13)

You will read and respond to: 

•	 two	19th	century	novels	and	
some poetry or drama, all of 
which fall within the Gothic 
genre; a range of critical 
writing by literary theorists

You will compose: 

•	 two	pieces	of	writing	for	
coursework: one which 
compares two texts of your 
own (negotiated) choice; one 
which applies critical theory to 
a text you have studied

Where next? 
A wide variety of occupations is 
open to English Literature 
students and an Advanced level in 
English Literature is well-regarded 
by universities; it is often perceived 
as the ‘gold-standard’ English 
subject. English Literature can be 
studied as a single honours in 
higher education or can be 
combined with a wide variety of 
other subjects; it is a good basis 
for study in any arts-based subject 
in combination with, for example, 
History, Media Studies, 
Philosophy, Law, Politics or 
Languages. It is also an 
acceptable additional subject at 
Advanced level for prospective 
students of Medicine.

Methods of Assessment 

AS: one examination;  
two compositions submitted as 
coursework.

A2: one examination; a 
comparison of two texts, plus a 
critical piece, submitted as 
coursework.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Geography 
(AS and A2)

Year 12 (AS)

•	 Rivers,	Floods	and	
Management.

•	 Coastal	Environments.	

•	 Population	Change.

•	 Energy	Issues.

Year 13 (A2)

•	 Plate	Tectonics	and	
associated hazards.

•	 Ecosystems:	 
Change and Challenge.

•	 World	Cities.	

During the course you have an opportunity to develop a wide range of 
skills including: 

•	 problem	solving	

•	 research	

•	 report	and	essay	writing	

•	 simple	statistical	analysis	

•	 cartography	(map	and	diagram	construction)	

•	 use	of	ICT	for	data	presentation,	analysis,	report	writing,	research	
and film making 

•	 fieldwork	techniques	for	collecting	data	and	information	

•	 presentations

•	 independent	study

•	 team	work
 
Fieldwork is an important part of the course: some is carried out locally 
and some further afield (in recent years in Birmingham, Dorset, York, 
Liverpool, Devon, Cardiff and Oxford, Leamington Spa and North Wales).
 
The A level examination will be in two parts: 

Year 12  AS – two papers based on Year 12 work.

Year 13  A2 – two papers, based on Year 13 work.

Both sets of three modules are worth 50% of the final A level mark.

Geography is a very versatile subject. It will go with many combinations 
of subjects at sixth form level. It has a broad base of study spanning the 
Arts, Social Sciences and Sciences so it will help you keep your options 
open for courses in higher education. An A level in Geography can be 
used as a qualification for nearly all higher education courses including 
some medical and most engineering courses. 

Recently some of our leavers have 
gone on to study Geography at: 

The universities of Aberystwyth, 
Nottingham, Durham, Exeter, 
Leeds, Liverpool Hope, 
Birmingham and Portsmouth.

Others used their Geography A 
level to gain entry to other courses: 

English at York, History at Hull, 
Computer Science at East Anglia, 
Chemistry at Nottingham, Latin 
American Development at 
Portsmouth, Business Studies at 
Salford, Sheffield Hallam & 
Westminster, Law at Southampton 
and Nene, Architecture at Cardiff, 
Logistics at Aston, Criminology at 
Nottingham Trent and Food 
Studies at University of Wales 
Institute, Cardiff. 

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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This is a Modern History course, dealing predominantly with the 20th 
Century. If you are interested in how today’s world has evolved and want 
to understand the origins of modern social and political problems, this is 
the course for you. Throughout the two year course you will find out 
about some of the most important people and events of the last 150 
years.
 
The study of History is a training for the mind as well as an aid to 
understanding the present. History also provides important life skills such 
as the ability to be a good communicator both in written and oral work, 
and making judgements based on evidence. In this respect History is 
widely regarded as a useful qualification for a wide variety of higher 
education or career choices, ranging from law, management, politics and 
journalism to careers in teaching.
 
It is not necessary to have studied GCSE History to take the course, 
although it will prove useful for the document work. An interest in the 
past, an enquiring mind and a commitment to work hard are more 
important. There is plenty of opportunity to investigate key issues and 
develop debating and analytical skills. You will be encouraged to consider 
evidence and make up your own mind about events.
 
Lessons involve discussion and debates. Use of video footage is a key 
part of the course. READING IS VITAL, both from general books and 
more specialised material. History is a demanding, but highly rewarding 
subject to study in the sixth form. You will receive a lot of help and 
guidance, but the rest is up to you. The more interested you are, the 
more you will get out of the course.

Year 12 

Unit 1  Dictatorship and Democracy in Germany 1933-63 
This specifically targets document work and is concerned with the 
establishment and experience of Nazi and Communist dictatorship in 
1933-4 and 1945-9 respectively. It also covers the imposition and 
experience of democracy after the Second World War.
 
Unit 2  Domestic Developments 1918 - 1951 

This unit studies the personalities of the time including Winston Churchill, 
Neville Chamberlain and Stanley Baldwin; the General Strike of 1926; the 
first ever Labour Party governments; the problems of the 1930s (the period 
sometimes known as the Great Depression); British responses to Nazism 
and Communism and the establishment of the Welfare State after 1945. 

Both units 1 and 2 are assessed by examination.
 

Year 13 

Unit 3 Russia and its Rulers 1855 - 1964 

This unit focuses on the nature of Russian government and its impact on 
the Russian people. This will involve studying the rule of the Tsars, the 
Revolution of 1917 and the establishment of a Communist Dictatorship.

Unit 3 is assessed by examination. 

Unit 4 Historical Interpretations and Investigations

This unit consists of two elements:

1. A study of different historical interpretations of the Vietnam War.

2. An independent investigation on a topic related to the Vietnam War.

Unit 4 is assessed through coursework.

N.B. The examination board provides information at  www.ocr.org.uk

Students continue their interest in History when they leave school. For 
example some students follow History courses at various universities 
including Oxbridge. Other students have gone on to study a range of 
subjects, including Archaeology, Economics, Psychology, English, 
Engineering and Business Studies. Whether you want to pursue Higher 
Education, or go into employment, studying History will give you the skills 
and the confidence you need to succeed.

History 
(AS and A2)

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.

Food, Nutrition and Health (Home Economics) 
(AS and A2)

The course will be assessed by the OCR exam board and is outlined below.
 
Is it for you? 
This is an exciting course which has been developed to cover a wide 
spectrum of food issues. It will stimulate those who have a keen interest in: 
Food, Nutrition, Sociology and Consumer Studies. It will involve an 
investigative approach to learning.

You do not have to have studied a food related GCSE, but it is advisable 
to have some ‘food’ background. It is NOT a CATERING COURSE or 
‘LEARN TO COOK’ course but there is a practical aspect to the 
course.
 
Possibly? then read on: 
The AS modules will provide a valuable course but in addition A2 
modules offer a broad based curriculum creating many opportunities to 
study Food, Nutrition and Health in the context of a contemporary, 
changing, multi-cultural society.

The subject is highly self-motivating because of its context and flexibility.
 
It will give you the opportunity to develop an awareness of Food, Nutrition 
and Health as an applied field of study progressing to relevant career 
options and/or further higher education e.g. 
Food and Nutrition, Food Science 
Food Technology, Consumer Science 
Food and Consumer Studies 

at universities such as Reading, Leeds, Nottingham, Sheffield Hallam, 
Manchester Metropolitan and University of Wales Cardiff. It is also a good 
basis for careers and courses in the field of caring, social and health e.g. 
nursing.

Possible careers related to Home Economics include: dietician, food 
scientist, product development.
 
NB. It is not the most appropriate background for those wishing to go 
into ‘catering’. It compliments PE, Biology and Chemistry A levels.
 
Still interested? 
Then consider this course structure and content:
 
AS level: students will take two modules. 

Unit 1  Society and Health: 
this covers aspects of demography, the family in society, key issues for 
society such as leisure and poverty, the Welfare State and environmental 
issues. 

Unit 2  Resource Management: 
includes the study of food choice and provision, food preparation and 
cooking equipment, financial awareness, and practical work.
 
Each of these units will count for 50% of AS weighting and 25%  
of A level.
 
The A2 Units are:-
Nutrition and Food Production: 
Covering nutrients and energy, properties of food, dietary needs and 
development & production of food. 

and a Coursework Study: 
Which will be of an investigative nature and include practical work, usually 
linked to a nutrient or food product.
 
The weighting for each module and coursework are the same as for  
AS level 
i.e. 25% + 25% added to 
AS 25% + 25% making units totalling 100% of final A level grade. 

What will be required of you? 

Enthusiasm

Hard work

An ability to develop an investigative approach to study. 

Want more information? 
Explore the OCR website – where full details including sample 
examination questions (and answers!) will be located.
 
Happy browsing!

D. Gregory
S. O’Grady

Food Department

“There are so many 

secure, interesting jobs 

in the food industry and 

they are crying out for 

graduates so it is a 

course I would highly 

recommend to 

anybody!”

(Former AGS A level  
Home Economics student)
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Information and Communication Technology 
(AS and A2)

This syllabus is intended for those 
who will leave school to take up 
employment as well as those 
going into higher education in 
areas of study which rely on 
understanding computing and 
other elements of information 
technology. The course is a good 
compliment to other A level 
subjects, such as Business and 
Economics.
 
Today’s students are living in a 
world where the use of ICT 
surrounds them and where they 
frequently take this for granted. 
The course is aimed to give 
students the wider picture of the 
use of ICT, to ensure 
understanding of basic terms and 
concepts involved in the study of 
the subject.
 
The students will gain practical 
experience of using a wide range 
of software in a structured way, 
learning transferable skills, 
knowledge and understanding to 
help them in problem solving 
tasks. From the theory element of 
the course, they should be able to 
discuss and comment upon 
issues from a position of 
knowledge on topical issues.
 

For AS level, assessment will take the form of two written examinations: 

1. Practical Problem Solving in the Digital World.

2. Living in the Digital World.
 This is followed by one written examination and coursework for A level

For A2 level, the specification has two units: 

1. The use of ICT in the Digital World.
 This is assessed via a 2 hour examination and covers:

•	Developments	in	technology,	information	needs	of	organisations,	
ICT systems, management of ICT

•	Developing	ICT	systems,	introducing	large	ICT	systems	into	
organisations

•	Training	and	supporting	users	of	ICT	systems

2. Coursework – Practical issues involved in the use of ICT in the Digital 
World.

 Candidates must produce a report based upon a practical work or 
investigation which covers the following:

•	Practical	issues	involved	in	managing	the	use	of	ICT	in	organisations

•	Investigating,	analysing,	defining	requirements

•	Selecting	and	using	appropriate	technologies,	designing	solutions,	
methods for testing and installation, documenting and evaluating. 

The exam papers will have a series of short answer questions and a 
number of more structured questions requiring discursive answers.

Students who have studied ICT 
have gone on to: 

University of Warwick - Computer 
Science, University of Edinburgh - 
Artificial Intelligence and Computer 
Science, University of Bath - 
Computer Software Technology, 
UCE - Computer Networking, 
Lincoln University - Games 
Computing.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.

Mathematics (Mechanics or Statistics)
(AS and A2)

Why continue to study mathematics now you no longer need to do so? 

Do you enjoy: 

•	 the	challenge	of	solving	problems?	

•	 being	able	to	think	and	argue	logically?	

•	 the	satisfaction	of	being	sure	you	are	right?	

•	 making	sense	of	information?	

•	 making	connections	between	subjects?
 
Are you prepared to: 

•	 think	for	yourself?	

•	 ask	questions	(and	answer	them!)?	

•	 persevere	to	reach	the	end	of	a	problem?

If the answer to some or all of the above is ‘Yes’ then you are likely to find 
one of the several mathematics courses available at AGS a rewarding 
and enjoyable experience.
 
Mathematics qualifications are highly regarded by both universities and 
employers because they demonstrate that you have a range of skills that 
are valued in a wide variety of courses and careers. 

Many subjects at university will require you to have studied some 
mathematics at AS or A level.
If you already have an idea of what you would like to study after 
school you will be well advised to research possible entry 
requirements at this stage.

In recent years a number of AGS students have gone on to study 
mathematics at several universities including Cambridge and Warwick. 
Others have entered engineering and physics related courses, which also 
include a significant amount of mathematics.
 
Students at AGS have also participated in the UK Senior Maths 
Challenge, British Mathematical Olympiad, Study Days in London, 
Residential University Taster courses and the National Cipher Challenge.

Course structure 
You will study six equally weighted modules: 

Core (Pure) Mathematics – four modules which develop topics met at 
GCSE (e.g. algebra and trigonometry) and introduce new ones (e.g. 
calculus, series, functions).
 
Applied Mathematics – two modules from one of two different fields. You 
must choose which to follow and your decision may well be influenced by 
the other subjects you wish to study.
 
Mechanics: 
covers topics such as force, motion, momentum and projectiles. You are 
strongly advised to choose this option if you are also intending to study 
Physics at A/S or A level.
 
Probability and Statistics: 
covers topics such as representation of data, random variables (including 
the Normal distribution) and hypothesis tests. This option would 
complement subjects such as Geography, Biology, Psychology and 
Business Studies.
 
It is important that, when you apply, you indicate which option is 
your preferred choice (you may indicate both if you are undecided 
or do not mind). Failure to do so may result in disappointment.
 
Further advice and information will be available when you come for the 
Subject Sampling Evening and the Open Day.
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Further Mathematics
(AS and A2)

You should seriously consider this course if you have ambitions to study 
any of the following after A levels: 

•	 directly	mathematical	subjects	

•	 physics	

•	 any	form	of	engineering

•	 econometrics	(economics	with	a	very	strong	mathematical	element)	

You are still very welcome to study it even if you have other future plans!

You will study a total of at least twelve modules (ten of which are also 
taken by one or other of the single A level groups) covering pure, 
decision, mechanics and statistics. This will provide extra breadth and 
depth in comparison to the A level course. It is important that you should 
enjoy the subject, as it will take up a significant amount of your time 
(equivalent to two full A levels).

Course structure 
In Year 12 you will cover both AS Mathematics and AS Further 
Mathematics. You may opt to finish the Further Mathematics course at 
AS level at the end of Year 12. It is NOT possible to complete the Further 
Mathematics course without also completing the Mathematics A level.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.

Modern Languages - French, German and Spanish
(AS/A2)

Never has the need for this country to produce students able to operate 
in a foreign language been so great. With success at GCSE to build 
upon, students will have the opportunity to develop their language skills 
but also to increase their knowledge of the country, its people and its 
culture. Language work will deal with a variety of topical issues and 
questions of a general nature, such as sport and leisure, the media, 
advertising, the arts, travel, social issues, the environment and law and 
order. Students will also have the exciting opportunity to participate in a 
foreign language work experience in Year 12. Students of German can go 
to Munich, normally for two weeks while French students can spend a 
week in one of the many French cities, usually in Northern France.

The emphasis will be on improving your language skills and there will be 
much oral work (in pairs and in groups), listening comprehension, reading 
texts and preparation for written work centred around the topics studied. 
You will be encouraged to read widely in the language and to go abroad 
either individually or by arrangement with the school. 

An interest in language for its own sake is an essential requirement of the 
course. While emphasis is placed on the development of oral and written 
expression, potential students are advised that they will be expected  to 
have a sound knowledge of grammar and to be willing to work well both 
independently and cooperatively with each other.

This is a modular syllabus with the first two modules for AS level sat in 
the summer of Year 12. There will normally be an oral, listening, reading 
and writing assessment of some form for each topic studied with special 
emphasis on AS exam skills (including a mock oral) in the spring/summer 
term of Year 12 to prepare for the modules in June.

Syllabus structure 

AS level  

Paper 1 Listening, reading  2 hours 30 mins 70/35% 
 and writing 

Paper 2 Oral discussion 15 mins 30/15% 
 of ideas

A2

Paper 3 Reading, writing 2 hours 30 mins 35%
 and research essay

Paper 4 Oral discussion 15 mins 15% 
 of ideas

Students of languages at Alcester 
Grammar School have gone on to 
study in Higher Education a wide 
range of language or language-
related courses.
 
Recently, students have taken up 
Languages for Business, French 
with Mathematics, French with 
History of Art, French with 
Economics, Mechanical 

Engineering with German, French 
with History, German with History, 
Modern and Medieval Languages, 
Linguistics with Russian, Russian 
Studies, Modern Language and 
Linguistics, Management Sciences 
and French, German and Law and 
European Studies. Other students 
have taken a year out to study or 
work abroad before going on to 
Higher Education.
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Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.

Music 
(AS and A2)

At AS the Areas of study are: 

The Expressive Use of 
Instrumental Techniques 

Tonality (The Language of 
Western Tonal Harmony)

At A2 the Areas of study are:

The Expressive Use of 
Instrumental Techniques:  

Tonality: A2 candidates broaden 
their understanding by exploring 
more complex chords, tonal 
relationships and also non-tonal 
techniques of composing music. 

Interpretation 

The units for AS are:

G351: Performing Music 1
For this unit you will give a short 
[6-8 min] solo recital of own-
choice music to an external OCR 
examiner, followed by another 
performance [3-4 min] either on a 
second instrument, or in a small 
ensemble, or as an accompanist, 
or improvising from a stimulus or 
playing your own composition.

G352: Composing 1
For this unit you will hand in a 
portfolio of coursework assessed 
by your own teacher / tutor and 
moderated by OCR. After 
completing exercises which 
display technical knowledge of 
western tonal harmony, you will 
produce either a composition or 
arrangement of your own choice. 

G353: Introduction to Historical 
Study in Music
There is a 2 hour examination for 
this unit, divided into three 
sections.

In this exam you will be expected 
to A - demonstrate skills of aural 
perception and analysis, B - you 
will comment on details of two 
sets of prescribed works 
(18th/19th century orchestral 
music & 20th century jazz), and C 
- there will also be a choice of 
essays to write about the 
contextual background to the 
music you have been studying.

The units for A2 are:

G354: Performing Music 2 
(Interpretation)
For this unit you will give a longer 
[12-15 min], focussed Recital (as a 
soloist or accompanist or in a 
small ensemble) followed by a Viva 
Voce, and you will be expected to 
show interpretative understanding. 
You will have studied 
performances of your music or 
style of music so as to benefit 
your performance and so as to 
discuss it readily with the visiting 
OCR examiner.

G355: Composing 2
You will be asked to hand in a 
portfolio of coursework exercises 
demonstrating advancing 
technical skill and an awareness of 
one style of composition. Also 
included will be a commissioned 
composition, either vocal music or 
programme music for any 
medium. Your work will be 
assessed by your teacher / tutor 
and moderated by OCR.

Music A level is an academic choice involving historical study, language 
and listening, with creative and practical skills alongside this. With a 
multiplicity of expertise required it is therefore highly regarded by both 
universities and employers.

With a qualification in Music students may go on to higher education, 
some to Oxbridge, others to a specialist Music College, but certainly not 
all to study music at university. After study in Music at A level there are 
many resulting job possibilities, including work in journalism, therapy, in 
the music industry, performing, composing and teaching.

Numerous other subjects compliment and support the selection of Music 
A level, from a wide range of Humanities and Languages, as well as 
Mathematics and Science. It is a well known fact that those studying 
Music at this level are especially welcomed as applicants for medical, law 
and engineering courses.

Before starting this course – what you need
It is important that you realise that this is NOT an easy A level option!

Please do visit the Music Department to declare you interest to the staff 
and to view the facilities before applying for the course.

In this course you will develop your skills in Composing, Listening and 
Performing, and you will increase your historical and stylistic awareness. 

You will encounter a great variety of music, particularly from the western 
classical traditions and from jazz, and in your own performing and 
composing, you will have considerable freedom to choose your own 
repertoire. 
This course is made up of six units, three for AS and three for A2. The 
course is organised around certain areas of study:

OCR at Alcester Grammar School 

Guide for Advanced Subsidiary / Advanced GCE Music
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At Alcester Grammar School we expect A level Music students to regularly 
participate in extra-curricular music. There are many opportunities in both 
large & chamber groups, as listed below, and we are always very keen to 
introduce new practical experiences for students when appropriate. 

Students are without doubt involved on their ‘first study’ instrument, but 
will also be expected to present, during the Spring term, a ‘Lunchtime 
Live’ concert as preparation for their A level recital. They will also be 
expected to sing in Choir to benefit aural work. Alongside these activities, 
students are offered the opportunity to conduct or accompany one of the 
department’s ensembles. Every couple of years a music theatre production 
is presented and traditionally senior musicians feature in these productions, 
not only on stage but also in the orchestra or as part of the crew.

If sixth form Music students are interested in music technology and 
recording / sound manipulation, in addition to the examination option 
there are many opportunities for this interest to be developed and 
especially by joining the ‘Tech Team’. This group of sixth formers assist 
with Performing Arts performances and Theatre-based events during the 
academic year. 

Some of our active extra-curricular groups this year are:

•	 Concert	Orchestra
•	 Choral	Society
•	 Big	Band
•	 Young	Voices
•	 Wind	Band
•	 Soul	Band
•	 Flute	Choir
•	 Rock	Club
•	 Girls’	Gospel
•	 Man	Choir
•	 Beat	it!

Sixth Form Music students will also be encouraged to attend live 
concerts in Birmingham’s main concert halls and local music venues so 
as to increase their musical experience and repertoire. This will inevitably 
give them a basis for intelligent discussion and informed performance 
and composition.

Musical Participation

G356: Historical and Analytical 
Studies in Music
This will consist of a timed 
examination paper (2½ hours) with 
three main sections: 

Aural extracts 
[dictation and aural analysis]

Prescribed historical topic 
[choice from four set topics 
related to vocal music]

In preparation for the first section 
you will study a wide range of 
early 20th-century music, learning 
about more advanced techniques 
of handling harmony and tonality.

The prescribed historical topics 
offer you the opportunity to listen 
to and study a genre or era of 
musical development related to 
text interpretation, ideally 
becoming aware of musical 
expression in particular. There will 
be two essays to be written on the 
topic chosen.
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Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.

Music Technology 
(AS and A2)

This course is suitable for students who are interested in the ever-popular 
use of computer technology in commercial music recording and 
composing. Please be advised that there is a strong musicianship 
element to the course – it is not just a technical course. You should have 
passed Music at GCSE level at grade B or above and you should have a 
good knowledge of Information Technology. This is not absolutely 
essential, however, providing you can demonstrate relevant skills to the 
Head of Music and show a determination to learn and succeed in this 
area before applying. Please make an appointment to visit the Music 
Department to discuss your suitability for this course if you do not have a 
GCSE in music.

Skills you will develop on this course include: 

•	 Learning	to	use	computer	sequencer	programmes	to	create	 
various styles of music

•	 Arranging	music	in	various	styles	and	producing	music	using	
specialist software 

•	 Developing	recording	and	production	skills	for	live	and	studio	
recording 

•	 Analysis	of	musical	and	technical	develpments	in	20th/21st century  
popular music from Jazz to Dub-Step

The course structure is essentially in 4 main sections (2 units for each 
course), as follows: 

AS Level 

Unit 1 – Practical Portfolio

1A Sequenced Realised Performance 

1B Multitrack Recording 

1C Creative Sequenced Arrangement

Unit 2 – Listening and Analysing

Unit 3 – Practical Portfolio

3A Sequenced Integrated Performance

3B Multitrack recording

3C Composing using Music Technology

Unit 4
Analysing and producing music

Students take the units 1 and 2 in the first year in order to gain an AS 
qualification, then progress to the second year (units 3 and 4) in order to 
attain the full A2 qualification (A-level).

As part of the course we invite industry professionals to give master 
classes in various areas of the course. Recent visitors have given theory 
and practical classes on Drum Recording and Analogue Synthesis.
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Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.

Performance Studies
(AS and A2)

The OCR Performance Studies qualification is a practical and vocational 
study of the Performing Arts at an Advanced level. The course is 
designed to offer a clear pathway for students wishing to pursue a career 
or Higher Education in the field of Performing Arts or the areas of Theatre, 
Dance and Music from a performance perspective.

The course will focus on developing excellent practice in 
performance techniques and knowledge and understanding of the 
following performance disciplines: Contemporary Dance and 
Expressive Movement; Music – styles, contexts, performing song 
and/or a chosen instrument; Drama and Theatre Arts – acting.

Artistic and creative links will be forged between the disciplines to 
enable students to successfully combine and complement their 
particular skills.
 
Expectations 

•	 Students	will	undertake	public	performances	at	the	end	of	each	
practical module and arrange the promotion, staging and technical 
requirements for these.

•	 Students	will	attend	and	organise	rehearsals	in	time	beyond	the	
curriculum timetable.

•	 Students	will	link	practical	work	with	theoretical	perspectives	in	
contemporary contexts and apply this knowledge in written 
examinations, coursework and practical presentations.

Skills developed 

•	 Experiences	in	the	three	areas	of	dance,	drama	and	music.

•	 Performance	techniques.

•	 Interpretative	expression.

•	 Critical	analysis	of	contemporary	practices.

The programme of study

Year 12 

Unit 1:  Creating Performance (Practical) 

Students undertake skill-based workshops in individual art forms and 
create a short piece in each individual art form (dance, drama and music). 
This is followed by a longer piece that combines elements of all three art 
forms to be performed in a community venue. Candidates submit a 
written commentary on the practical work and the performance of the 
longer community piece. This is internally assessed and externally 
moderated.

Unit 2:  Performance Contexts 1 (Exam) 

Candidates study three practitioners, of which two will be chosen in their 
final exam:

Section A: Lloyd Newson

Section B: Caryll Churchhill

Section C: The Beatles

Year 13 

Unit 3:  Performance Contexts 2 (Exam) 

Candidates study nine extracts (three from Dance, three from Drama and 
three from Music) from the following topic:

Topic 1:

The American Musical (20th Century)

Unit 4:  Performance Project (Practical) 

Candidates undertake two performance assessments. These are:

A performance realisation of one of the works from which they have 
studied in either Performance Contexts 1 or 2.

A student devised programme produced in response to a commission 
chosen from a selection set by OCR.

Performances are externally assessed.

This qualification can be taken as a stand-alone or alongside Theatre 
Studies, Music or Music Technology.
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Philosophy
(AS and A2)

What’s the specification like?
AS will give students an awareness of the central debates and key 
concepts in Philosophy. We will explore the nature of philosophical 
argument and learn to assess arguments and counter-arguments. The 
course discusses the relevance of philosophy to a wide range of 
contemporary issues.

What will I study?
At A/AS the kind of questions we will be exploring are: How sure can we 
be that our knowledge of the world is accurate? Should we trust what 
our senses tell us? Is there an absolute moral law or is morality relative to 
different cultures? What are rights and why do we have them? Is it 
reasonable to believe in a god? What is beauty? Why should we be 
governed?

At A2, students will select two themes from epistemology, political 
philosophy, metaphysics, or ethics to study in depth. We will explore 
these further through the key texts: Plato’s Republic and Mill’s On Liberty.

How is it assessed?
Students take two exams in June of the first year and two in June of the 
second year.

What will the exams be like?
At AS and A2 there will be a choice of questions and the papers will 
ensure that you have time to show what you’ve learned. A/S exams are 
11/2 hours long and consist of five questions from which candidates 
answer two. A2 exams are 2 hours long.

How do I know if I can do it?
In many ways, Philosophy requires a new way of thinking which develops 
with practice. However, if you have enjoyed presenting arguments clearly 
in subjects like English, History and Religious Studies and solving 
problems in Maths and Science, you should be able to apply these skills 
easily to Philosophy.

How can I prepare for A/S Philosophy?
By reading books such as Sophie’s World or Introductions to Philosphy 
and watching films like Minority Report and The Matrix.

How will it combine with my other subjects?
You will find that the course combines well with a large number of 
subjects, developing insights and skills which are also used in History, 
English, Religious Studies, Art, Economics, Maths and the Sciences.

What will it give me?
A general knowledge and understanding of ideas from the Greek 
philosophers to the present day, as well as the ability to construct and 
evaluate arguments and form reasoned judgements.

Where can I go from here?
The course helps to develop relevant knowledge and flexible, transferable 
skills useful in higher education and employment. For careers like Law, 
Politics and Local Government, Journalism, Accountancy, Teaching and 
Medicine, this is invaluable, as is the ability to understand, formulate and 
evaluate an argument in a logical way. 

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.

Photography
(A level)

This is a course aimed at students 
who are passionate about 
photography. Taking and making 
compelling photographic images 
is a challenging and complex craft. 
It demands a keen eye and a 
mixture of patience and tenacity.  
A good photographer needs to be 
able to read situations, to 
anticipate and to react. Other skills 
are just as important; a finely 
tuned awareness of visual 
language -colour, shape, line, 
tone, texture and composition. 
These are the nuts and bolts of 
image-making in any creative 
discipline. Also crucial is an 
awareness of how photography 
has evolved in the last 150 years 
and the work of key 
photographers who have defined 
our understanding and 
appreciation of what is perhaps 
the most powerful and the most 
influential of all visual media. 

The course will explore the many 
diverse forms that the discipline 
takes, from fine art photography to 
more commercial studio based 
work. Students will be guided 
through the technical aspects of 
camera work and various 
approaches to image manipulation 
and post-production techniques 
using photo editing software. 
Students will also study the work 
of key photographers in order to 

better understand and their own 
practice. Most importantly though, 
this course is about exploring 
concepts and creative ideas; 
movement and energy; man’s 
relationship with and nature; 
evolution and decay; the list of 
thematic possibilities that can be 
examined and developed through 
the medium of photography is 
limitless.

Studying Photography and Fine 
Art at Advanced level will provide 
excellent preparatory experience 
for students intending to pursue 
creative pathways in art and 
design at university. Places on the 
course will be prioritised to 
students applying for both A 
levels. All students applying will be 
required to submit a digital 
portfolio of work. Places on the 
course will be allocated on the 
strength of this portfolio, further 
details of which will be issued at 
Open Evening and Subject 
Sampling Evening. Students will 
be expected to use their own 
cameras (DSLRs or compact 
system cameras are recommended).

A number of AGS students have 
continued to study photography at 
degree level at locations such as 
the London College of 
Communication and Falmouth 
University.
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Physical Education
(AS and A2)

This course provides an opportunity to participate in and study human 
movement, performance and behaviour in relation to physical education, 
sport and recreation.
 
Entry 
We strongly recommend that a BB grade in Sciences is also 
appropriate and participants should have a dedicated approach to their 
chosen sports to a high level. The course demands a commitment to 
improving knowledge, understanding and skill, together with a motivation 
to work in small groups and individually. A willingness to participate 
outside formal lesson time is expected – this would include assisting with 
school clubs, officiating at Inter-house competitions, training/competing 
outside school, playing in Sixth Form teams. 

Specification for AS level
Areas of study will include: 

•	 Anatomy	and	Physiology	

•	 Acquisition	of	Skill	

•	 Socio-cultural	studies	and	participation

•	 Observation	and	analysis	of	movement

Candidates will follow a minimum of two activities. These practical 
activities can be chosen from a wide range of sports, including: 

•	 Athletics	activities

•	 Combat	activities

•	 Dance	activities

•	 Gymnastic	activities

•	 Invasion	games

•	 Net/wall	games

•	 Outdoor	and	adventurous	activities

•	 Striking/fielding	games

•	 Swimming	activities

•	 Target	games

It is expected that you show a great desire to improve your selected 
areas of choice.
 
For A2 level

All students will study: 

•	 History	of	Sport	

•	 Psychology	of	Sport	

•	 Exercise	Physiology	

•	 Observation	and	Analysis	of	Movement	

•	 Synoptic	Elements	

Assessment 

AS  Theory work will be assessed at the end of the first year. Students 
are assessed on observation analysis in February.

A2  Theory work will be assessed at the end of the second year. 
Students are assessed on observation analysis in March.

Practical work is assessed in both years.

Higher education / careers implications 
A level Physical Education is now widely accepted in Higher Education. 
This specification relates to other Advanced Courses in Social and Natural 
Sciences and to some unit components of Applied ‘A’ level, particularly in 
the vocational fields of Leisure and Tourism, Health and Social Care and 
Business Studies. An A level qualification is rapidly becoming essential for 
a specialist study in PE and Sports Studies in Higher Education and it is 
also a suitable qualification for other areas of study, eg Physiotherapy. The 
syllabus provides an excellent foundation for students intending to pursue 
careers in Teaching and Coaching, the Leisure Industry, Recreational 
Management, the health and Fitness Industry and Professional Sport. 
Much of the knowledge gained will also improve an individual’s life skills.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Physics
(AS and A2)

The course will aim to fulfil the following and more! 

•	 Demonstrate	the	ways	in	which	Physics	is	used	in	a	modern	
technological society. This will be achieved by looking at 
communication, imaging and signalling. The digital camera and 
medical scanning techniques are applications. 

•	 Show	that	Physics	is	an	application	of	human	curiosity	through	the	
study of superposition phenomenon, quantum behaviour and ideas 
about space and time. 

•	 See	how	natural	phenomena	may	be	modelled	mathematically,	look	
at the impact this has had in the Western World and analyse the 
limits of this viewpoint. 

•	 Study	the	fundamental	mechanisms	of	nature	and	develop	the	
modern picture of fields and particle interactions. 

•	 Give	students	a	framework	for	tackling	practical	problems.

Assessment 
The course is split into six modules. The first three comprise the AS 
course and all six are taken for a full A level. Assessment will be carried 
out through the following techniques: 

•	 short	answer	questions	

•	 longer	structured	questions	

•	 comprehension	exercises	

•	 practical	projects	

•	 research	and	presentation.

Coursework features in both of the levels.

A qualification in Physics is highly valued and leads to a variety of careers.

•	 Weekly	homeworks	are	set	
(around five hours per week) 
which must meet clear 
deadlines. 

•	 Work	should	be	tackled	early	
and help sought when needed. 

•	 Students	should	seek	further	
advice if intending to take 
Physics without either 
Mathematics or another 
science at A level.

•	 To	successfully	complete	the	
A2 Physics course, students 
are strongly recommended to 
have taken AS Mathematics.

AGS students have gone on to 
study Material Science and 
Physics at Bath University, 
Computer Science at Nottingham 
University, Maths and Theoretical 
Physics at Birmingham University, 
Computer Systems Engineering at 
Birmingham University, Automotive 
Design at Coventry University, 
Aeronautical and Aerospace 
Engineering at Bristol University 
and Astrophysics at Cardiff 
University.

Course expectations and requirements 

Who should consider A level Physics? 

•	 Students	considering	physics	at	university	or	an	engineering	qualification.	

•	 Students	who	want	to	develop	their	powers	of	analysis	and	a	
coherent framework for solving problems. 

•	 Students	with	the	curiosity	to	wonder	‘Why?’	and	‘What	if...’

•	 Students	with	imagination	and	the	ability	to	analyse	different	points	of	view.	

•	 Students	who	enjoy	practical	work	and	seeing	things	for	themselves.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Psychology
(AS and A2)

Psychology is the study of people, 
their behaviour and their minds. 
Throughout the course, emphasis 
is placed on understanding how 
research by psychologists, both 
past and present, furthers our 
understanding. A key aspect of 
this is how research conducted by 
psychologists is helping in the 
modern world and how key issues 
can be understood using 
psychological theories. Students 
get the opportunity to conduct 
research as part of the course.
 
AS level 
There are two units in the course. 
Unit 1 is assessed with a 1 hour 
20 minutes examination and Unit 
2 is assessed with a 1 hour 40 
minutes examination. Unit 1 
accounts for 40% of the AS grade 
(20% of Advanced GCE) and Unit 
2 accounts for 60% of the AS 
grade (30% of Advanced GCE). 

Unit 1. In this unit students study 
two of the key areas within 
modern psychology. The unit also 
requires students to conduct two 
practical investigations, from 
which they must be able to use 
the practical knowledge they gain 
within the context of the 
examination. 

Social psychology: We 
investigate the origins of prejudice 
and discrimination within society, 
and what makes people obey, 
even when the consequences 
might be harmful.

Cognitive psychology: In this 
section students learn how 
memory operates. In addition to 
the obvious benefits of learning 
how your memory operates, or 
rather why you continue to forget 
particular things, we also study key 
applications of memory research. 

Unit 2. There are a further three 
areas in this unit. The unit requires 
students to conduct three practical 
investigations, from which they 
must be able to use the practical 
knowledge they gain within the 
context of the examination. 

Learning approach: Students 
investigate work conducted on 
how conditioning may create or 
eliminate behaviour. Examples 
range from explaining gender 
behaviour and transmission of 
aggression through imitation of 
aggressive models. 

Psychodynamic psychology: 
We investigate the role of the 
unconscious mind, how hidden 
motivations may influence our 
behaviour and the claims regarding 
the role of early childhood 
experiences on our gender 
development. 

Biological psychology: Students 
will learn about the roles of genes 
and the central nervous system on 
our behaviour, in particular with 
regard to gender development. The 
use of scanning techniques and 
twin and adoption studies by this 
approach will also be discussed.

Prerequisites:
No previous knowledge of 
psychology is necessary, however 
an interest in people is essential! 

A2 level
In the advanced level each unit is 
assessed by written examination. 
The unit 3 paper is 1 hour 30 
minutes long and is worth 40% of 
A2 (20% of Advanced GCE) and 
the Unit 4 paper is 2 hours long 
and is worth 60% of the A2 (30% 
of Advanced GCE).
 
Unit 3.  
Applications of psychology. 
In this section students study two 
key areas from either Criminal, 
Child or Sport Psychology. 

Within this unit, students will be 
required to conduct a content 
analysis of magazine or newspaper 
articles and to summarise articles 
that are relevant within these two 
applications.

Unit 4.  
How Psychology works.
Clinical Psychology:
We investigate the nature of 
mental illness. Students look at 
the possible causes, diagnosis 
and treatment of mental illness, 
studying two disorders in some 
detail. The practical element here 
will require students to prepare a 
leaflet using secondary data for a 
particular audience, including a 
commentary explaining their 
decisions. 

Synoptic issues: 
Students build on the 
understanding of the different 
approaches studied and look at 
how these approaches have 
influenced modern psychology. 
The ethics of research techniques, 
as well as social and moral issues 
within psychology are all 
considered. The more 
controversial aspects of the 
subject are debated including 
whether psychology deserves to 
be called a science. The students 
will also be required to consider all 
of the different methods used in 
psychology and plan a study of 
their own when given a context. 

Finally, students will need to be 
able to apply their knowledge to 
new situations. 

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Religious Studies (Ethics)
(AS and A2)

Who is it for? 
People who enjoy asking 
questions and becoming involved 
in discussion. Those who find 
themselves wondering about the 
‘Big	Questions’	about	life	and	
death, values and relationships, 
right and wrong, and the ways in 
which people over the centuries 
have attempted to answer them.
 
What will I study? 
We	will	be	following	the	AQA	
Religious Studies modular A/AS 
syllabus. Topics we will be 
covering at AS level are: abortion 
and euthanasia, environmental 
and sexual ethics and the ethical 
theories of Aristotle, Aquinas, 
Bentham, Mill, Kant and Fletcher, 
specialising in religious ethics.
 
Is it like GCSE? 
For those of you who did the 
subject at GCSE, the courses 
cover the sort of questions you 
looked at in the Religion and Life 
section of the short and full courses, 
only in a lot more depth and detail.
 

Do I need to have done 
GCSE? 
No, although having done so 
might be an advantage at first, as 
might coming from a religious 
background. What is most useful 
is the ability to understand and 
analyse sources and to discuss 
the issues raised.

How is it assessed? 
By four separate external 
examinations, two at AS in June 
and two at A level standard in 
June the following year. These will 
be in the form of essays. There is 
no external coursework.
 
How will it combine with my 
other subjects? 
You will find that the course 
combines well with a large number 
of subjects, developing insights 
and skills which are also used in 
History, English, Psychology, Art 
and Music, Maths, and the 
Sciences.
 

Do I need to be ‘religious’? 
No, some of the most interesting 
groups are made up of students 
who are atheists, agnostics and 
believers. Whichever you are, you 
should be prepared to be 
challenged.
 
What will it give me? 
A clearer picture of your own 
beliefs and those of others, and 
the ability to enquire, reflect, 
interpret and express yourself 
clearly in discussion and in written 
form.
 
Where can I go from here? 
Religious Studies is an asset in 
any career that involves people. 
For Teaching, Law, Medical and 
Social work and when travelling 
and experiencing different 
cultures, aspects of the course will 
help develop the skills necessary 
to be flexible in a rapidly changing 
world.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.

Statistics
(AQA)

Who should take this 
course? 
This course will appeal to the 
student who wishes to pursue the 
study of a numerate subject but 
does not wish to study Pure (Core) 
Mathematics. The emphasis is on 
using and applying statistics and 
applying outcomes of various 
tests in context.

The content of the AS 
specification includes knowledge, 
skills and techniques which are 
needed for the study of other 
subjects such as Biology, 
Business Studies, Economics, 
Geography and Psychology.

Why does Statistics matter?
Many of the questions asked by 
the subjects mentioned above can 
only be answered by gathering 
measurable results. For example:

How do you measure the 
benefits of new drugs in 
medicine?

What has been the impact of a 
new supermarket to local 
shops?

Is there evidence that 
congestion charges reduce the 
volume of traffic?

Does a lack of sleep 
significantly affect your reaction 
time?

It is vital to be able to create a 
sound model of the situation.  
This will depend on careful 
experimental design and 
recognition of any underlying 
assumptions. The correct tests 
then need to be used, followed by 
a fair interpretation of the results in 
a way that can be understood by 
the intended audience.

Course structure 
You will study six equally weighted 
modules, three in Year 12 leading 
to an AS qualification, a further 
three in Year 13 completing the full 
A level course.
 
There is no coursework element 
in this qualification.
 
It is not necessary to have 
previously studied GCSE 
Statistics. 

Should you embark on this course 
you will be asked to purchase 
through the school a graphical 
calculator costing about £45 at 
the beginning of September.
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AS and A2
Theatre Studies is based on four 
main areas of study of drama and 
theatre: interpretation of plays for 
performance; the contribution of 
theatre practitioners to the 
development of theatre; the analysis 
of live productions seen and 
candidates’ own practical work. It 
combines the theoretical study of 
drama and theatre with the 
practical application of skills and 
techniques leading to assessed 
performances. It encourages 
students to experiment within 
practical work, for example, trying 
out different ways of developing 
characters. It also offers the 
opportunity to explore technical 
and design skills – costume/stage 
setting/lighting or sound.
 
Do I need GCSE? 
Ideally yes, although experience in 
a connected discipline may be 
acceptable. 

The most important qualities 
are a love of theatre, a sense of 
humour, an ability to get on with 
others and a willingness to work 
hard. Additionally, you must be 
willing to carry out the necessary 
written work and research to 
develop and broaden your skills.
 

Theatre Studies
(AS and A2)

How will it combine with 
other subjects? 
There are obvious links to other 
Arts courses such as Performance 
Studies but students find this 
subject works alongside a wide 
range of sixth form choices as the 
skills of teamwork, communication 
and problem solving are 
necessary for future success.
 
Teaching methods 
Practical improvisation, 
performance skills, movement and 
voice exercises, note taking, 
research, discussion, use of video, 
theatre visits and workshops.
 
Skills developed 
Voice and movement techniques, 
understanding of staging, lighting, 
sound, costume and set, 
understanding of theatrical 
vocabulary and analysis, ensemble 
work, creative problem solving, use 
of lCT for research and essay writing.

Workload 
Four 1 hour taught lessons and 
two personal study sessions per 
week. In addition a certain amount 
of extra-curricular time is expected 
leading to performances and 
attending theatrical visits.
 
Further opportunities 
There are a number of courses 
and careers directly related to the 
subject e.g. acting, stage 
management, lighting or sound 
design, costume or set design, 
make-up to name the most 
obvious. The skills you learn, 
however, are key in a number of 
wider areas eg. teaching, business 
or management.

A2 level

Unit 3: Exploration of Dramatic Performance  
 (Internally assessed and externally 
 moderated)

Content Summary:
This unit requires the creation of a unique and original 
piece of theatre. The knowledge and understanding 
gained in the AS units can now be applied to a 
created production. Students will be assessed on 
both the process of creation and the finished product 
in the form of a performance to an invited audience.

Assessment:
Students will be assessed on the research and 
development of their work as well as the final 
performance in front of an identified audience. They 
are also required to complete an evaluation on both 
the process and performance of their work.

Written evidence will be required reflecting the 
research and development work as well as a video/
DVD of the final performance.

Unit 4: Theatre Text in Context  
 (Externally assessed)

Content Summary:
This externally examined written unit requires the 
detailed study of one set play text and one prescribed 
historical period of theatrical development.

Assessment:
This externally assessed unit takes the form of a 
2-hour-and-30-minute written paper in three sections.

Sections A and B require students to explore one 
play, from a choice of three set play texts, from the 
point of view of a director in both an academic and 
practical way.

In section C a selection must be made of one from a 
choice of three historic periods of theatre history. A 
live performance of a play from the chosen period must 
be experienced and evaluated and a comparison 
made with the original staging conditions of the play.

The programme of study

AS level 

Unit 1: Exploration of Drama and Theatre  
 (Internally assessed and externally 
 moderated)

Content Summary:
This unit introduces students to the content of plays 
written for the theatre. They will learn how to analyse 
plays in a variety of ways so that they become familiar 
with the way written plays can be interpreted for 
realisation in performance.

Assessment:
This internally assessed unit requires students to 
explore two contrasting play texts, chosen by the 
centre, in a practical and active way. At least one of 
the plays must be explored in the light of a 
recognised theatre practitioner.

A video/DVD of one session of the practical work 
must be made available for use in moderation. A set 
of Exploration Notes must be submitted.

Students are also required to experience a live 
theatre performance and submit an evaluation.

Unit 2: Theatre Text in Performance  
 (Externally assessed)

Content Summary:
This unit offers students the chance to demonstrate 
skills in a performance environment. The knowledge 
and understanding gained during the study of two 
plays in Unit 1 can now be applied with a view to 
delivering a performance to an audience.

Assessment:
This is an externally assessed unit. The first section 
requires students to offer either a monologue or 
duologue. The second section requires students to 
contribute to a performance of a professionally 
published play by a known writer.

Students may offer either acting or a design form and 
must also provide a concept of the interpretation of 
their chosen roles or designs.

Please see page 8 for specific subject entry requirements.
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P.S.E.

There is more to life than AS and 
A2 levels. Difficult decisions have 
to be made. There is leisure time 
to fill. There are people to care for.
 
PSE gives essential preparation 
for many aspects of life, which are 
not dealt with during academic 
studies. This is done under the 
PSE umbrella in the first three 
weeks of Year 12 and also in 
June. These focus on:

•	 First	Aid	

•	 Health	and	Fitness	

•	 Safe	Driving	

•	 Drugs	&	Alcohol	Awareness	

•	 Lifestyle	Issues

•	 Political	Awareness

•	 Community	Day

By the end of Year 12 we hope 
that you will have enjoyed a varied 
PSE course, both practical and 
theoretical. As a result you should 
be better equipped to cope with 
various types of problems and be 
better able to decide the kinds of 
things you are good at.

Recreation

The success of clubs and 
societies pursuing interests such 
as orchestra, choir, art, crafts, 
debating and mock trial 
competitions, drama, chess, 
mountain-walking, nature 
watches, ecological work, creative 
writing clubs, Bank of England 
challenges, Amnesty International 
and so on depends very much on 
the willing involvement of Sixth 
Formers, who have these interests, 
taking some initiative. Expeditions 
and trips have included canoeing in 
Pembrokeshire, skiing in USA and 
visits to Russia, Paris, Madrid, 
Amsterdam, India, Thailand, 
Hawaii, Vietnam, Greece, Sri Lanka, 
China, Preu, Iceland and many 
more. There’s a lot more to come.

Opportunities for Drama and Music 
abound. Usually there are three 
major productions (one is Junior), 
a pantomime written, directed and 
acted by the Sixth Form and an 
anthology of words and music.
 
Opportunities exist in arranging 
inter-house events as house 

captains, and the leadership 
opportunities in organising any of 
these are valuable experiences for 
any student. The Studio (Common 
Room) has input from students. 
There is also a Sixth Form Council 
which represents the views of 
Years 12 and 13.
 
The school has a well-established 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme and students are 
welcome to join to complete their 
programmes or to start new ones. 
Sixth Formers are also 
encouraged to form Young 
Enterprise groups in which, as 
mini-companies, they practise the 
skills and techniques of marketing 
and business and seek to make 
profits for distribution to their 
shareholders.
 
We hope that students will benefit 
from education in its broadest 
sense and progress from being a 
GCSE student to an independent, 
responsible, self-disciplined and 
highly motivated adult at 18.
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Sport

Participation in a timetabled 
session of sport is compulsory for 
all Year 12 students.
 
We believe that regular exercise 
plays a very important part in 
establishing and maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle. There are 
additional benefits from shared 
physical activity: students have the 
opportunity to meet and mix with 
a wider group than they normally 
come into contact with, vital with 
such a large intake from so many 
different schools. These activities 
also act as a “stress reliever” from 
academic studies. 

Students opt termly from a large 
choice of sports which can include: 
aerobics, athletics, badminton, 
basketball, cricket, cross country, 
fencing and fitness, golf, hockey, 
netball, rounders, rugby, soccer, 
softball, squash, table-tennis, tennis, 
trampolining, volleyball and yoga.
 
We hope that all our students will 
discover at least one sport that 
they will continue to pursue into 
adult life. Sport is not compulsory 
in Y13 but many students 
continue to participate both in 
Wednesday sessions and in 
inter-school fixtures, which are 
arranged in all major games.
 

These teams are essentially 
organised as a joint commitment 
from staff and students. County 
tournaments are entered and 
students regularly represent 
Warwickshire at sports which 
include: athletics, cricket, cross 
country, hockey, netball, rugby 
and soccer.
 
In consultation with the PE staff 
students are encouraged to make 
use of the facilities (where 
available) during lunch hours, after 
school and in selected study 
periods.
 
Sixth form students are always 
encouraged to assist with 
coaching younger students in 
clubs and teams. Regular 
involvement in, and commitment 
to, school activities is viewed most 
positively by higher education and 
prospective employers.
 
All students are encouraged to 
develop sporting skills, and levels 
of personal fitness, whilst those 
with particular interests and talents 
are given every opportunity to train 
for these. Specialist teachers are 
responsible for activities and 
encourage everyone through a 
structured, yet informal approach 
to achieve their full potential.

All of Year 12 are expected to participate in 
our Inter-house Sports Day in July.



A
LC

E
S

TE
R

 G
R

A
M

M
A

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L 

S
ix

th
 F

or
m

 P
ro

sp
ec

tu
s

42

Appointed student positions in the Sixth Form
2013/2014

Elected student positions in the Sixth Form
2013/2014

Griffi n Mosson
Head Boy

Jess Smith
Head Girl

Jim Lynskey
Deputy Head Boy

Chris Cardwell
Deputy Head Boy

Grace Lynskey
Deputy Head Girl

Clare Bamford
Deputy Head Girl

Anna Griffi ths
Chair Person

Laurence Smith
Deputy Chair 
Person

Sam Tomlinson
Deputy Chair 
Person

Eve Ashley
Events Manager

Megan Jones
Assistant Events 
Manager

Kate Brinksman
Assistant Events 
Manager

Lorna Jackson
Study/Library 
Manager

Georgie Vale
Charity Director

Rosie Crocombe
Assistant Charity 
Director

Ellie Wilkinson
Assistant Charity 
Director

Hannah Blazak
Assistant Charity 
Director

Hannah Flower
Mentoring 
Manager

Kirsty Dear
Mentoring 
Assistant

Lucy Peirson
Mentoring 
Assistant

Jamie Cooke
Technical Director

Matt Stratton
Technical 
Assistant

Dom Belcher
Technical 
Assistant

Year 11 
Apprentice
Technical 
Assistant



November 14th 2013
Open Evening, talks at 5.15pm, 6pm, 6.45pm & 7.30pm  
in the School Theatre 

February 6th 2014
Subject Sampling Evening (5 - 9pm) 

February 28th 2014
Closing date for Applications (4pm) 

Spring Term 2014
Interviews

June 25th 2014
Induction Evening 

August 21st 2014
GCSE Results and Registration by 12pm

Dates 
2013/14



Alcester Grammar School
Birmingham Road, Alcester, Warwickshire B49 5ED  
T: 01789 762 494  F: 01789 400 626  E: office@alcestergs.com  
www.alcestergs.co.uk  Principal:  I.G.D. Blaikie B.A. (Hons)

Alcester Grammar School is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales under number 7485466. Registered office: Birmingham Road, Alcester, Warwickshire, B49 5ED

This school helps you to 
achieve your dreams


