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Principal’s Welcome 

Dear All 

 

It’s been once again a long and busy term here. We’ve finished on some truly excellent high notes - a 

superb production of Macbeth and our first concert under our recently appointed head of Music, Ms 

James. Earlier in the term we have had a number of sporting successes, particularly with our senior girls’ 

football team and our U15 boys football team, and we were delighted to receive official confirmation 

that our summer exam results were indeed as good as we thought we were. At the time of writing we 

have a number of students heading for Oxbridge interviews (over 10% of the students who joined us 

back in 2010), and across the school we have students with a range of talents and strengths, all on track 

to achieve their personal goals. 

 

Whilst the exam data shows that the highest achieving GCSE students here do at least as well and 

frequently better than similarly qualified students at other local grammar schools, we are not 

complacent. A particular development this term has been the strengthening of our “Aim High” 

programme for high achievers who may wish to apply for courses at our leading universities and in 

challenging subjects such as medicine and veterinary science.  Last week I was delighted to welcome a 

number of external y11 students to join some of our best y11s for our new AS Thinking Skills course. 

Many thanks to Dr Carr and Mrs Atkinson for their help with this. 

 

You may well be hoping that I could get through an editorial without mentioning finance. Well, I almost 

did, but it would be remiss of me not to remind you of what is at stake if schools do not get some 

improved funding shortly. As always, many thanks for your support for the school in so many ways.  

 

With best wishes for a peaceful, safe and happy Christmas break.  

 

 

How you can help secure 

our financial future 

 

Alcester Grammar School 

 

We are grateful to all those parents who have already pledged 

a regular monthly amount to our school fund. If you have not 

already done so, please read the letter from the Principal and 

Chair of Governors on our website at : 

www.alcestergs.co.uk 

 

The level of funds raised will determine to what extent the 

school will be able to deliver the “essential extras” - those 

extras which contribute so much to the quality of education at 

AGS but which soon won’t be able to be supported from our 

budget in the light of reductions to our funding.  



Bob Morgan is the proud parent of two AGS alumni and joined the 

governing body in September 2003, serving as Chair from September 

2010 until his resignation in September 2016. He gave us vast amounts 

of his time, tremendous wisdom and a fresh perspective from his wide 

ranging business experience. 
 

During his time in office, he oversaw three major building projects: 

the sports hall, Newport and Spencer buildings. He ensured that these 

projects were completed successfully, with great attention to detail, 

even overcoming the problems caused by an archaeological dig. His 

most complex task and greatest achievement was the successful 

conversion to academy status in April 2011. Bob’s inimitable style and 

ability to communicate within government  ensured that Alcester 

Grammar School became the first secondary academy in 

Warwickshire. At his final meeting, Bob was presented with a 

photographic memorial of AGS along with grateful thanks from all the 

governors present for his leadership and service to the school.  

HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR AGS WHEN BUYING YOUR CHRISTMAS PRESENTS 

You can help raise funds for the school by making your online 

Christmas purchases via the links on the front page of our web 

site to Amazon and The giving Machine.  

If you bookmark our web page it  will 

help you locate it quickly when making 

your next purchases. 
 

You will pay the same price and the school will receive a small commission. 

THE TOWN TRUST MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU 

The Town Trust works with the Stratford Citizens Advice to support Stratford town residents who are 

suffering hardship. The Trust provides small, one-off grants for such things as bedding, furniture, clothing, 

heating appliances and white goods, such as cookers and fridges. 
 

To be eligible, the applicant must have less than £30 per month disposable 

income and be claiming all benefits to which they are entitled. Evidence of 

income and savings will be required.   
 

For more information, contact the Money Advice Caseworker at: Citizens 

Advice, 25 Meer Street, Stratford upon Avon, CV37 6QB.  Tel: 01789 298665. 
 

Citizens Advice can also issue vouchers for the Stratford Foodbank. In addition, 

all of the town’s state schools and Stratford-upon-Avon College, receive a grant 

to support students experiencing hardship. The Trust occasionally awards 

hardship funding to local sports clubs and arts groups to help with membership 

fees, kit and equipment or uniform. You don’t necessarily have to be on a 

means-tested benefit to benefit from these funds, but you will be asked about 

your financial situation.  
 

Please enquire, in confidence, directly to your school or club to discuss your 

circumstances and possible assistance.  Stratford-upon-Avon Town Trust is a 

registered charity (number 1088521) and a company limited by guarantee, 

registered in England and Wales no. 4222949 Winter 2016. 



Library and Information Centre 

                  … … working together 

                                                           … … reaching goals together 

WARWICKSHIRE STUDENT LIBRARIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD 2017 

Congratulations to Erin Wood who was on the shortlist of three and 

received a Commendation for this prestigious Award.   

 

Erin began her service with us in Year 7 and quickly demonstrated a 

conscientious and competent approach to her work, encouraging other  

BOOKBUZZ BOOKS - 2016-17 

Our new Year 7’s were given the opportunity to buy a 

book at a reduced cost as part of our annual Bookbuzz 

programme, a reading programme from Book Trust, which 

supports schools to encourage reading for pleasure; 

independent choice and to develop a whole school 

reading culture.   

 

Students chose their own book to buy, at a reduced cost, 

from a list of 17 titles suitable for 11-13 year olds and 

selected by a panel of experts.   
 

A selection of some of the mainstream titles received were: 

 You Killed Me! By Keith Gray (Barrington Stoke Ltd) 

 Gorilla Dawn by Gill Lewis (Oxford) 

 13 Hours by Narinder Dhami (Tamarind, Random House) 

 My Brother is a Superhero by David Solomons (Nosy Crow) 

 Petunia Perry and the Curse of the Ugly Pigeon by Pamela Butchart and illustrated by 

Gemma Correll (Nosy Crow) 

 I am Malala by Malala Yousafzaia and Patricia McCormick (Hachette Children's Group) 

 An Eagle in the Snow by Michael Morpurgo and illustrated by Michael Foreman 

(HarperCollins) 

 The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge (Macmillan) 
 

If you didn’t manage to order and still wish to, we still have just a few remaining titles.   

Please come and ask us in the Library. 

students to be Library Assistants. Schools across Warwickshire were asked to submit only one 

student and Erin, when shortlisted, was asked to submit a short video clip of herself,  saying why 

she felt she would be a worthy winner and this followed on from the detailed criteria that had been 

submitted  by Head Librarian, Mrs Beeson, as to why she felt Erin deserved the nomination.   

The decision by SLS and a panel of Librarians was a close and tough one and the standard was 

exceptional. 

WARWICKSHIRE SECONDARY BOOK AWARD 2017 

A shortlist of titles has now been agreed by Warwickshire Schools’ Library Service and a small team 

of local Librarians.  Watch  this space…  



Library and Information Centre 

                  … … working together 

                                                           … … reaching goals together 

6TH FORM BOOK CLUB (with cakes) 

Now in its 2nd Year with our two new Library Assistant Managers, Harriet 

and Sarah, in charge and with new ideas and plenty of early interest, it 

has seen a great start to the term.   

WARWICK CASTLE TRIP 

In block week the Library accompanied the History Dept. for a fun and 

interesting trip around Warwick Castle.   

 

Whilst the sun shone, students wandered through 

fascinating rooms, saw the dungeons, watched the 

Trebuchet in action and ate ice creams.  A lovely 

end to the Summer Term. 

 

 

 

BIOLOGY TRIP TO BRISTOL ZOO AND LIBRARY LITERACY LINK 

In October Year 7 enjoyed their annual trip to Bristol Zoo to visit, 

research and produce a poster on their favourite animal.  The research 

base was linked in a session with Mrs Beeson, the Head Librarian.   
 

The standard of the posters was incredible and students are most 

welcome to view some of them on the display area in the Lower Library.  

WARKS SCHOOLS’ LIBRARY SERVICE 

YR 7 LIBRARY ASSISTANT TRAINING AND DUKE OF EDINBURGH VOLUNTEERING 

We now have our team of Librarian Assistants and D.O.E volunteers up and running with their new 

training programme.  Some of our students, who have continued the service from  last year , have 

been able to hit the ground running with their knowledge and been a 

great help in supporting the training of the new team. 

 

We were joined by a member of the Warks. Schools’ Library Service 

team, Hannah, earlier in November who provided some inspiring 

further training to enhance the understanding of the value of Libraries 

for the new Year 7 Assistants. They have now completed their training 

and service and gained their badges and positions as Student Library 

Assistants.   Well done. 

 

The club runs regularly on the 3rd Thursday of every month and includes homemade 

cakes! For further information on joining the group please ask at the Library Desk. 

 

NB. Copyright free image of books - ref: www.torange.biz- Accessed Dec. 2016 

http://www.torange.biz-Dec


English News 

SIXTH FORM 

This term has seen a number of opportunities for our Sixth Form students to enrich and extend their 

studies of A Level Language and Literature.  

 

Approximately 100 students have been involved in these activities, reflecting the vibrant engagement with 

English we enjoy at AGS. It is challenging and exciting to take English study beyond the classroom and 

experience a taste of Higher Education study 

PUBLISHED AUTHORS 

An amazing 109 of our 

students are to have their 

work published in the latest 

publication from  Young Writers. 

 

We eagerly await the decisions about  prize-winning 

finalists. The successful  spine-chilling mini-sagas are likely 

to make appearances around the school and in later 

publications, so beware!  

 

In the meantime, Writing Club has 

relaunched for the 2016 season 

under the guidance of Mrs 

Bremner-Smith and two very 

talented sixth form students, Sarah 

Davis and James Pritchett. They are using their expertise 

and enthusiasm to mentor younger students and 

encourage them to enter competitions and get themselves 

published.  

 

Look out for the five minute ‘Creative Writing Warm-ups’ 

which are published every Thursday, Friday and Monday 

on the intranet page. 

SOVEREIGN EDUCATION LECTURES 

We are fortunate to be able to regularly send students to Birmingham for a 

taste of University-style courses at the Carr’s Lane Centre. Speakers come 

from a wide range of Higher Education institutions and introduce students to 

higher level analysis and exploration of texts beyond that of the classroom experience.   Tess of the 

d’Urbervilles, Othello  and English Language.  

A flavour of the academic menu: 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles: Text and contexts  

BREAK 

The significance of landscape and setting in Tess of the D'Urbervilles 

BREAK 

Religion and religious belief in Tess of the D’Urbervilles 

BREAK 

DEBATING NEWS 

On Monday the 5th December AGS hosted 

the Warwickshire qualifying heat of the 

Debating Matters Competition. The 

Chairperson travelled down from London 

to be with us and judges came from 

Worcester and Warwick Universities. It is 

a very busy time of year and one of the 

other teams had to withdraw at the last 

minute due to Oxbridge interviews. Our 

team of Izzy Richmond -Hewlett and Peter 

Hanley argued for accepting the risks 

inherent in contact sports and Oscar 

Godfrey and James Pritchett put the case 

for limiting freedom of speech on social 

media in the final round. They argued very 

well but were just beaten by an excellent 

team from Cirencester Sixth Form 

College, who progress to the regional 

final. 

Debating News 



THE CRYSTAL CRAZE!  

South Warwickshire Education Partnership Event 

An Evening with Professor David Crystal  

One of this country’s most respected linguists, Professor David Crystal, 

delivered an evening of lectures for both students and parents of our 

South Warwickshire Education Partnership Schools on Tuesday 11th 

October, 2016.  

 

It was a huge honour to attend this event, as David Crystal is regarded 

as a pioneer of modern linguistics: an individual who has authored 

over 100 books from Discover Grammar, The Cambridge 
Encyclopaedia of Language, The Oxford Illustrated Shakespeare 
Dictionary and The English-Language Tourist’s Guide to Britain to more 

recent publications, such as The Little Book of Language. David Crystal 

also works as a consultant, contributor and presented for numerous 

radio and television programmes and series, such as The Routes of 
Welsh (BBC) and Back to Babel (Channel 4); and he is, furthermore, the honorary  

vice-president of The Institute for Linguists and The Royal Society of Speech and Language Therapists. He 

received an OBE for services to the English Language in 2005 and is a fellow of the British Academy. The 

evening was an opportunity for A-level English Language and English Literature students to expand their 

horizons beyond the confines of the A Level curriculum.  

 

As part of the event, David Crystal delivered two 60-minute lectures. The first, Language BLANK Literature: 
from Conjunction to Preposition, argued for the integration of English Language and Literature study. 

Historically, these two disciplines have been treated as two separate domains; however, Crystal believes 

that by focusing on the notion of linguistic creativity and providing performance illustrations, we can see 

that the two areas cannot be separated. The second lecture was one specially tailored for our  

Stratford-upon-Avon audience, entitled The Tongue that Shakespeare Spoke. Here Crystal linguistically 

reconstructed the accents used in Shakespeare’s day. Through work with Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 

over the past decade, Crystal has been exploring the importance of presenting Shakespeare in ‘original 

pronunciation’.  

 

Many thanks to Stratford  Girl’s Grammar for coordinating and hosting this event. 

English News 

OXBRIDGE SEMINAR 
 
We were very fortunate to have ex-AGS student, and First Class 
Cambridge English graduate, Mike Hood in school on Thursday 17th 
November to lead a poetry seminar for our Oxbridge English candidates. 
 
Mike and the Year 13 students discussed two poems, 'Death be not 
proud' by John Donne, and 'Do not go gentle into that good night' by 
Dylan Thomas, both challenging poems in line with the high expectations 
of elite universities. 
 
The students enjoyed the chance to discuss literature at such a high level, 
and we extend our thanks to Mike for his willingness to give back to the 
school and its students. 



Maths News 

SENIOR TEAM MATHS CHALLENGE 

On 24th November four of our A-level Further mathematicians Izumu Mishima, Tom Hawkins, Callum Farrow 

and Andy McIsaac took part in the Senior Team Maths Challenge in Camp Hill Grammar School, Birmingham.  

 

They completed three rounds of maths 

challenges: Problem Solving, Cross Number 

and the Shuttle. After a titanic struggle, they 

secured a fabulous silver medal finishing 

second out of 24 teams. With such stiff 

competition, this was a fantastic 

achievement; we are very proud of you. 

INSPIRATIONAL MATHS LECTURES 
On 18th November 60 year 10 and 11 students 

attended a series of mathematics lectures at the 

University of Birmingham. Students explored 

some unusual topics including distribution of the 

different letters in a tin of Alphabetti spaghetti, 

the length of time it takes to send one gigabyte of 

data using Morse code, and the mathematical 

patterns of juggling. CRAZY! Archie Lucas 

accurately completed the challenge based on the 

human genome which was set during the break 

winning a copy of our presenter: Helen Pilcher’s 

latest book entitled Bring Back the King. Students 

also had an opportunity to get on stage and take part in a game based on probability and chance.  

 

 

 

Our very own Leo Fossett volunteered and became the winner of a crisp £20 note. 

When asked what he would spend his winnings on - after carefully studying the 

odds - he proudly replied: most certainly on my lunch with an outside chance on a 

baked potato and an even chance on chips. Mmmm! 



NEW LASER CUTTING EQUIPMENT IN THE DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

The Design & Technology Department has just taken delivery of a new laser cutting machine. Jointly 

funded by the school, donations from parents and the sale of out-dated workshop equipment, the laser 

cutter should prove to be an invaluable resource.  

 

This large state-of-the-art machine is capable of cutting plastics, 

woods, paper and cardboard as well as etching materials such as 

metals and stones to an accuracy of fractions of a millimetre. Even 

though it has only been in the department for a few weeks, both          

A-level and GCSE exam students have quickly learnt to use the 

machine and are already using it to complete their assessed project 

work. CAD drawings of key product components can be created using 

any of the schools computers then quickly transferred to the laser 

cutting machine to be manufactured with speed and accuracy. 

Students are just beginning to see potential of the machine, and we 

are confident we will quickly see a further rise in the creativity and 

quality of the design work made in the department.  

 

Because of the speed 

and simplicity of the 

machine we also 

hope to make the 

machine available to 

lower school 

students, building a valuable CAD/CAM element into 

existing schemes of work – watch this space! 

 

Mr Munn 

Teacher of Design & Technology 

DT News 

DESIGN DEPARTMENT TRIP - PRODUCT DESIGN IN ACTION AT WARWICK UNIVERSITY 

We took a number of students from sixth form and year 11 to Warwick University for a diverse programme 

of talks by designers at the ‘top of their game’ from the 

motor, lighting, interiors and medical industries. All spoke 

of their desire to solve problems at the highest level by 

challenging their conventional thinking and emphasised 

the importance of drive, enthusiasm and a ‘go and make it 

happen’ attitude. 

 

Talks raised questions for consideration with students on 

their choice of materials, new social thinking and 

designing products which should be repaired rather than 

disposed of. Matthew Beaven  - Head of Exterior Styling 

spoke about their new electric car and James Roberts 

discussed his innovative and revolutionary design for 

inflatable incubators to be used in third world 

environments. It was truly fascinating to hear their life 

stories to date and an inspiration for our students. 



BRISTOL ZOO TRIP 

Year 7 students visited Bristol zoo with the Biology department in October. The trip was highly anticipated, 

especially as this was the first trip for the students 

since starting at AGS. The zoo excelled the high 

expectations!  The highlight was getting close up 

with some of the zoo inhabitants in the 

‘Classification’ talk! Students also observed favourite 

animals around the zoo and worked hard to 

complete their extensive worksheets. These will form 

the basis of research work which is carried out in 

conjunction with Mrs Beeson in the library as part of 

their literacy provision. The students will also go on 

to produce a poster about one of the endangered 

animals they observed at the zoo. There will be a 

‘zoo’ prize for the best worksheet and for the best 

poster in each class, and plenty of commendations to 

be awarded too! Look out for the best ones which 

have been put up in the library and Biology labs! 

 

 

 
 

Here are some quotes about the day; 
 

‘That was brilliant, thank you Miss!’ 
 

‘The best bit was stroking the chinchilla!’ 
 

Bus Driver “This is what a school trip should be like, 

I’ve had a lovely day” 
 

Teacher on the trip “Their behaviour has been 

exemplary, they were quiet and well behaved in the 

talk and worked hard on their sheets” 

 

 

Thank you to Skye Davis for the amazing animal 

photos!  

Biology News 



DofE News 

September and October saw two very successful expeditions to the 

Peak District and the Brecon Beacons for the Silver and Gold assessed 

expedition. All groups coped admirably with the conditions and 

impressed their assessors with their navigation, camp craft and 

teamwork throughout the expeditions.  

 

Well done to all involved. 

 

As always, please speak to or email Mr Jervis for help in completing any award.  

 

Congratulations to the following students who have recently completed an award: 

 

Gold: Louise Brown, Joseph Higham, Georgie White, Hannah Ciotkowski, Isabella Snow, Nicholas Moore, 

Clare Peirson, Stanley Braddock, Ella Smith, Bethany Harrison, Olivia Hunt, Collin Allen, Ciara Dawe and 

Heather Bradley. 

 

Silver: Miriam Gentleman, Jacob Flower, Emily Sugden, Matthew White, Elizabeth Weatherup, 

Thomas Walsh, Naomi Tassa, Daniel Strand, Samuel Price, Robyn Pettiford, Holly Hill, Isabel Griffiths, 

Archie Pollard, Izumu Mishima, Isobel Meredith, Stephen Lowe, Annabel Lindsay, Jacob Hancox,  

Morten Ward, Emily Gordon, James Gionis, Cavan Farrow, Imogen Dykes, Charlotte Davis, Matthew Cutler, 

Mollie Bracewell, Ella Bowen, Harry Belton, Santiago Beach, Zoe Macmullen, Imogen Lee, Brandon Thomas, 

and Phoebe Dalton. 

 

Bronze: Oliver Higginson, Charles Berkley, James Bunting, Noah Heward, 

Joe Hunt, Will Lazenby, William Sanderson, and Felix Shears. 



WORLD LANGUAGE DAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2016 

Back in September we had a wonderful week of celebrating all things languages! 

 

We had a world bake off with lots of 

internationally inspired desserts. The 

star baker this year was Harriet Holmes 

in year 7! Well done, Harriet. 

 

We also had 2 language quizzes that 

tested each tutor group’s knowledge of 

world languages. One of the quizzes 

showcased our staff and students’ 

language skills and tutor groups 

had to guess the correct 

language. 

 

There was also a French karaoke 

organised by Scarlett Colquitt 

and Molly Wilshaw in year 10. 

Year 7 and 8 students especially 

enjoyed this and we hope to 

offer this as a more regular 

feature in languages in the near 

future. 

 

Since languages’ week we now have a languages hall of fame in the languages corridor to develop 

knowledge of famous French, Spanish and German speakers so see who’s there. Who knows? Maybe we 

have the next Einstein at AGS! 

Languages News 

MFL VOCABULARY COMPETITION SUCCESS 

Well done to all AGS students who took part in the Language Perfect Northern Hemisphere 

Championships, which ran for 10 days in November. At the end of the competition, we had scored over 

100,000 points (which involved correctly answering over 250,000 questions!) and were in the top 25 of all 

schools - and in the top 10 in the UK. German performed particularly well, coming second overall - let's go 

for first place next year! 

 

There were some amazing individual achievements: 24 AGS students scored over 1000 points each.   

The top 3 - Hugo Lovell, Nicholas Wing Hei Ho and Aaron Ke - scored over 5000 points each, with Hugo just 

edging it on 6666! Congratulations and thank you to all those who took part. 



Languages News 

YEAR 12 FRENCH WORK EXPERIENCE, JULY 2016 

During the summer Ami Savage and Ellie Hughes now in year 13 embarked on an exciting adventure in 

France. They both went and did a work experience placement that they organised themselves. Ami spent 

a week working in a shoe shop called ‘Ta-tam’ in the city of Tours and Ellie worked in a fancy dress shop 

called ‘Méga fête’ in Lille. Both said they really enjoyed developing their understanding of French culture 

and they loved the challenge of speaking French with their colleagues and customers in the shops where 

they worked. Ami & Ellie both admit that this was a challenge at first but they quickly became used to it 

and their confidence grew throughout the week. Many of our year 12s are interested in carrying out a 

week’s work experience this year and Ami is going back to France early next year for another week of 

cultural and linguistic experience. If you’d like to know any more about work experience or A Level 

French please talk to Miss Blud or Mrs. Turner. 

YEAR 12 GERMAN WORK EXPERIENCE, JULY 2016 

Andy McIsaac took part in a week’s work experience in Koblenz in July 2016. Here is his report of his visit: 

For my work experience week I decided to go to Germany. This was made possible by Halsbury Work 

Experience, who offer work experience for modern language students. I travelled to Koblenz with 

approximately 15 other German students from all round the UK. We were all partnered with different 

companies around the city, based on our individual interests and preferences. 

 

I worked in an instrument repair shop, called “Bläser Studio” which specialised in repairing wind and 

brass instruments. This was particularly interesting to me, a trumpet player, as I learned how to repair 

and maintain my own trumpet, as well as learning some specialised vocabulary and improving my fluency 

in conversational German, conversing with both other staff and customers as well. 

 

I would recommend this to any language students, as it has greatly increased my confidence in German, 

particularly in speaking, and allowed me the chance to make new friends who share an interest in 

languages as well. 

Andy McIsaac 6SCA 

ALCESTER-VISION 

In the run up to the festive season, we are looking forward to our annual, multi-lingual Alcester-Vision 

competition. Year 7 forms have been busy practising and filming their chosen entry in French, German or 

Spanish. All students will have the opportunity to vote for their favourite song in the last language 

lessons of the term. Winners to be announced in the new year! 



Drama News Me thought I heard a voice cry "Sleep no more! 

Macbeth does murder sleep," 

the innocent sleep. 
 

A wonderful and atmospheric evening was had when AGS 

Drama students from Year 8 to Year 13 performed 

Shakespeare’s tragedy, Macbeth. The play set somewhere in 

Europe in the middle of the last century, under a 

dictatorship not too dissimilar to the one run by Mussolini 

and his wife in Italy. All students gave an outstanding 

mature and realistic performance intertwined with stylised 

moments of nightmarish charging armies, moving trees and 

beautiful choreography showing time passing. 
 

The play felt relevant today, capturing the modern tensions 

and threats and reminding the audience that such horrific 

violence is not history but still happening with images of 

torture, civilians caught up in war torn zones and a brutal 

regime that buts its subjects.  
 

The couple played by Dec Harris and Cody Stanley 

magnificently guide us through a traumatic journey, equally 

spotlighting political murder, unchecked ambition and 

corrupting power that are as important today as when 

Shakespeare wrote this captivating tragedy 400 years ago. A 

moment that stood out was when the couple watched an 

Opera as a letter is delivered, whilst on the stage below 

their forces are beaten in a woodland battle.  Also the build 

up to Duncan’s murder and how their relationship falls 

apart in the bedroom chamber is another highlight. 
 

It was a brilliant portrayal of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth as 

they walk upon a tightrope, whose balance of power 

seesaws as they expose an intense and complicated 

relationship. Both actors brilliantly captured dealing with 

individual trauma, war and no natural heirs that made their 

relationship incredibly personal and realistic. This was 

astutely observed by Banquo played by Sam Bell who was 

crisp in delivery, giving clarity to his observations that the 

Macbeths had played most foully for their success.   



Dec shows many sides to Macbeth’s complex character that 

is not always a bloodthirsty tyrant, but a traumatised soldier 

trying to survive in an environment wherein he has been 

surrounded by death and violence; he is both precise and 

troubled. While Cody as Lady Macbeth, showed the 

darkness she is capable of bringing as she calls the spirits as 

well as a vulnerability as she sleepwalks amongst the 

audience with a lone balloon from the initial party.  
 

The set, beautifully lit is a lightly shaded cold castle that has 

been ruined by warfare, reflecting a nation being destroyed 

from the top of the hierarchy and implicating its impact 

upon the citizens. It also had an interior and exterior feel 

that enabled the ensemble cast to capture murky woods, a 

hospital camp as well as a madhouse that Lady Macbeth 

meets her demise.   The design captured a couple in distress 

as well as a sense of vastness and a sense of the epic that 

reflects the nation’s anxieties.  
 

The witches (Sarah O’Shea, Freya Liddell and Issie Lakin) 

were calculating, charismatic, and cold, dominating the 

stage without being a medieval style cliché.  What worked 

was seeing them in the background absorbing Macbeth’s 

monologues; the weird sisters observing the destruction as 

well as being part of a world where they appear as 

scavengers, waitresses, nurses and ordinary people caught 

up in the fatalistic qualities, as if they were seeking revenge 

by controlling of human destiny.  
 

Those trying to stop Macbeth, led ably by Jon Luke 

Goodman as MacDuff and 

Alex Cottriall as Malcolm were 

supported by a striking 

military ensemble.  

Drama News 



More importantly they both captured the inconsistent Malcolm 

and Macduff who do necessarily represent virtuous human 

beings; after all Macduff so easily abandons his family. 

Throughout all scenes all actors were so engaging as they all 

had a specific role to compliment the leads and complete each 

‘mise en scene’.  

 

It comes as a surprise in our version to the thanes that when 

Duncan played royally by Tom Codd announces that Malcolm 

has been chosen as the heir to the throne. This is simply 

because in the original time period Shakespeare set it in, the 

Scottish dynasty was not about appointment by royal birth right, 

but by an selection through the thanes. They would have 

reacted angrily against Duncan’s nepotism. This was beautifully 

shown from the medal ceremony, the group photo to the party 

at the castle that showed a group of people jockeying for 

position.  

 

The soundtrack sweeps the play along with majestic music from 

Philip Glass, Sigor Ros and Nine Inch Nail that is both dark and 

disturbing yet has a sense of the inevitable that echoes the play 

and the characters’ mind-set.  

 

A massive thank you to Mark, Rick and Ken for their support 

setting up the play, but particularly for their construction of the 

set, beds, trees and rifles. A big thank you obviously goes to the 

cast and their parents who allowed them to be involved in an 

adventurous school production. 

Drama News 

Out, damned spot! Out, I say!— Hell is murky 

Yet who would have thought the old man to 

have had so much blood in him? 



THE CAST OF MACBETH 
1 Macbeth      Declan Harris  
2 Lady Macbeth     Cody Stanley 
3 Banquo / Doctor     Sam Bell 
4 Macduff      Jon–Luke Goodman 
5 Lady MacDuff     Elinor Braithwaite 
6 King Duncan     Tom Codd 
7 Malcolm, Duncan's son   Alex Cottriall 
8 Donalbain, Duncan's son Siward / soldier Gabriel Somers 
9 Officer Lennox     Isobel Sims 
10 Thane Ross     George Bray 
11 Thane Caithness / Macbeth’s soldier Sam Price 
12 Officer Mendeith    Katie Squires  
13 Thane Angus     Ben Evans  
14 Weird sister 1     Freya Liddell 
15 Weird sister 2      Sarah O’Shea  
16 Weird sister 3 / Nurses Lady of the court Issie Lakin 
17 Witch daughter 1 / Refugees   Ella Morrow 
18 Witch Daughter 2 / Refugees  Alice Dankenbring 
19 Murderer 1 / Refugee    Eamon Harrison  
20 Murderer 2 / Refugee    Kareena Julier 
21 Murderer 3 / Soldier    Harry Lowe 
22 Lady of court / Nurse 1    Caitlin Taylor  
23 Lady of the court / Nurse 2   Florence Minchella 
24 King’s Guard 2 / Soldier to Macbeth James Travers 
25 Soldier to Cawdor / Soldier to Allies Lester Langford 
26 Soldier to Cawdor / Soldier to Allies Alex Dior  
27 Thane of Cawdor / Soldier to Allies Toby Newton 
28 Young Siward /Soldier of Cawdor /Allies Ben Hall  
29 Soldier of Cawdor / Allies    Louis Hempell  
 30 Lady of the court / Refugee   Ogo Juwah  
31 Old Lady / Lady of the court / Refugee Rosie Bristow 
32 Soldier of Cawdor / Soldier to Macbeth Max Silin 
33 Fleance, Banquo’s son / Refugee  Billy Dobson 
34 Macduff’s Son / Refugee   Daniel Vicente-Thomas 

Drama News 

THE PRODUCTION TEAM  
Directed by : 
Nick Dereza & Caroline Spencer  
 
Set, Sound & Costume Design:  
Nick Dereza  
 
Lighting Design:  
Nick Dereza, Caroline Spencer and 
Glen Leyser 
 
Lighting & Sound Operations:  
Glen Leyser, and Connor Salter  
 
Set Team: 
Nick Dereza, Caroline Spencer,  
Becca Graves, Lauren Linekar,  
Millie Knights, Lydia Mitchell, and  
Lily Bell  
 
Set and Props construction:  
Rick, Howells, Ken  Wood and 
Mark Newbury 
 
Props Managers:  
Nick Dereza and Caroline Spencer  
 
Events Managers led by Olivia Hunt 
who provided refreshments 
Tickets: Maria Oldham  

https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/character-analysis/lady-macbeth
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/character-analysis/banquo
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/character-analysis/macduff
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/character-analysis/duncan
https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/m/macbeth/character-analysis/malcolm


Art News 

This year’s Art and Photography Christmas show was 

a great opportunity for the year 13 students to 

showcase their coursework. The range of ideas and 

approaches was more diverse than ever this year 

and the exhibition was visited by a large and very 

appreciative audience.  



Art News 



Art News GCSE Mocks 



Art News GCSE Mocks 



Art News GCSE Mocks 



Naples Trip 

Yr12 and 13 students recently enjoyed a wonderful trip to Naples 

with the Business Studies and Economics department.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The itinerary included a visit to a Mozzarella cheese making 

factory, a perfume factory and a pasta factory.  This allowed 

students to see, first hand, the different production methods 

used and to talk about product markets within the EU and further 

afield.  The trip also included some cultural highlights not least 

the visits to the island of Capri and tours of Pompeii and 

Herculaneum.  As always the students were excellent 

ambassadors for the school. 



It has been a very exciting and busy term for AGS Music Department and our pupils. Although, it has only 

been a relatively short space of time since September, our incredibly talented pupils have achieved so 

much that they can be proud of.  

 

The recent specification changes in Music introduced nationally this year has seen our new GCSE and A 

Level students getting to grips with a whole host of new and challenging subject material. Notably, it is the 

first time that any female composers have been featured as part of the curriculum and it is exciting that we 

are able to cover a wider range of different music with our pupils this year.  

Music News 

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

Tickets were sold out for the annual Christmas concert in the AGS theatre on Thursday 8th December.    

With over one hundred students involved there was a fantastic variety of acts on show. The concert also 

featured some exceptionally talented soloists who performed challenging repertoire, including                

Ben Snodgrass who performed Rachmaninov’s Prelude in G minor, Beth Parry who played the first 

movement of Finzi’s Clarinet Sonata. Dan O’Mahony also performed Prelude No. 5 by Villa Lobos               

on classical guitar. 

 

The concert showcased excellent performances from Senior Choir, Senior Strings, Jazz Band and Orchestra 

among others. The talent on display also extended to the staff, a number of whom performed in the 

concert alongside students. A particular highlight included the newly-formed staff clarinet ensemble who 

performed ‘Away In a Manger’ and ‘Hark the Herald’ to great applause.   

 
The Music Department is pleased to announce that 

it has a new guitar group: ‘STRUM’, which meets in 

the Music block on Tuesday lunchtimes. A brand 

new addition to the extra-curricular timetable in 

September, STRUM made its debut performance in 

the Christmas concert with an arrangement of 

‘Asturias’ by Albeniz. STRUM is on the lookout for 

more guitarists to join its ranks in the New Year so if 

you are interested in joining please come along on 

Tuesday 5th January!  

 



On Monday 12th December the annual Carol Service was held at St Nicholas 

church and featured performances from Senior Choir who sang Eric 

Whitacre’s Seal Lullaby and John Joubert’s Torches. In addition, Chamber 

Choir performed Stopford’s hauntingly beautiful version of the Coventry 

Carol, Lully, Lulla Lullay. Young Voices also featured and the Senior String 

group gave a fantastic performance, opening the event with extracts from 

Corelli’s Christmas concerto. 

 

Undoubtedly, the star of the carol service was 15 year old soloist Florence 

Cain, who gave an exquisite rendition of O Holy Night. Florence is the 2016 

winner of BBC Radio 2’s prestigious ‘Chorister of the Year’ award and has 

managed to achieve this extraordinary feat in Year 11 whilst studying for her 

GCSEs this year.   Well done Florence! 

Music News 

On Wednesday 7th December, a delightful group of students from Years 7 and 8 who are in the lower 

school choir known as ‘Young Voices’ visited The Shakespeare Hospice to perform in front of patients and 

staff there. Their first public performance of the year was so well received that we have been invited to 

perform again next year. The students were even given a hand-made brooch each to take home with 

them!  

WHAT’S ON IN 2017… 

There are a number of events taking place in the New Year that we are par-

ticularly looking forward to in the Music Department. We are extremely for-

tunate to be able to host Longborough Opera for the second consecutive 

year next summer; they will be giving a workshop to our Year 12 Music students on Mozart’s The Magic 
Flute. Longborough Opera are also devising acting and singing workshops specifically for our pupils as 

well as a visit to watch the dress rehearsal of the opera at Longborough Festival Opera House in June.  

 

We are also running a music residential trip to Ingestre Hall from 14th-16th July 2017. Ingestre Hall is a 

beautiful Jacobean mansion set in lush countryside in Shropshire. Many pupils have already signed up to 

the weekend of non-stop music making, culminating in a concert on Sunday afternoon to which parents 

are invited!  

 

There are still places available if you would like your son/daughter to attend. 

Thank you to all the students that have given up their time to be part of the music ensembles this term. It 

takes a lot of commitment and we are very grateful to all those who have attended rehearsals regularly and 

been so helpful in the run up to the concerts. A special thank you in particular goes to Ellie Mountford and 

Hannah Hill for their exceptional stage managing skills on the night of the Christmas concert. The Music 

Department thanks you! 

 

Thank you also to all of the staff that have supported the Music Department and helped out this term; your 

support is greatly appreciated. We look forward to making a lot more music in 2017! 

 

On behalf of the Music Department, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

 

Ms Olivia James 

Director of Music 



NETBALL 

We have had a fantastic start to the netball season at AGS, 

with more early season success than ever before!  We 

now regularly have approximately 150 girls in school 

attending our netball clubs, and the progress they are all 

making is excellent.   

 

Our 6th formers have started to gel as a team and are 

going from strength to strength. Both our Year 11 and 

Year 9 teams won their respective South Warwickshire 

tournaments, playing some impressive netball to reach 

their finals, and win.  All league games for years 8-11 are 

well under way and will culminate with the finals night on 

Thursday 6th April at Stratford school.   

 

The Year 8 and 10 teams have had mixed league results so 

far, but are still hopeful for participation in the 

finals.  Our Year 7 netballers have been a keen bunch and 

are quick learners.  They have had three games so far, 

and although we are still looking for our first win, the 

enthusiasm and teamwork which has been displayed has 

been outstanding.  We look forward to their tournament 

later in the year.   Watch this space! 

Year 9 South Warwickshire netball champions 

PE News 

BASKETBALL  

The season has had a promising start with well over 40 students 

regularly attending training. Skill levels are developing quickly with 

competitive fixtures starting imminently for all year 7 - 11. All year 

groups are entered in the South Warwickshire leagues, playing 

against local opposition. The yr7 team also playing in the 

Birmingham junior NBA league, representing the franchise Phoenix 

Suns and will hopefully qualify for the playoff round in February. 

Year 9 and 11’s focus is the Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire 

level 3 games at the end of January which we will qualify for by 

winning the South Warwickshire leagues.   
 

The 6th form team have already started this years’ competitive 

campaign with strong wins over KES Stratford, Solihull 6th form and George Salter Academy, the latter being 

a national league match which bodes well for the rest of the year.  
 

Well done to all that have been involved to date. 

Year 11 South Warwickshire netball champions  

YEAR 10/11 NETBALL TRIP 

As is now tradition, we took our Year 10 and 11 netball teams on the biannual trip to Northampton to        

kick-start the netball season.  This is an overnight trip which incorporates netball, bowling, trampolining and 

great food!  As ever, it was a pleasure to spend time with the girls, and the trip got off to a cracking start with 

both teams winning the tournaments hosted by Malcolm Arnold school in Northampton.  We had two 

tough games against Northampton High school, but one of the highlights of our visit there was meeting 

Paralympic Gold medallist Ellie Robinson.  Our final activity before returning to school was trampolining at 

‘Boost’, and if you ask the girls it was probably a tough call as to which the most enjoyable activity was - 

netball, bowling or trampolining!  We had a wonderful time, and look forward to our next trip there in 

October 2018.   



FOOTBALL 

The boys, in both yr10 & yr11, have enjoyed a good run so far in the ESFA cup. Notable 5-1 victories against 

Wolverhampton Grammar School (yr10) and Aylesford School (yr11) were a fantastic way to start with both 

teams winning in the next round to keep the run going; yr11 orchestrating an emphatic 6-1 win against 

Lacon Childe School with a brilliant second half performance. The yr10 side came back from 3-2 down in 

the dying seconds against Swindon Academy to win 5-3 after extra time- proving that tenacity and desire 

count for so much! Up next for Year 11 is an away fixture against Church Stretton and one that the boys 

will hope to emulate their previous performances whilst the Year 10 team make the 3 hour minibus journey 

to South Molton Community College in Devon in a bid to make the quarter finals! The 6th form 1st XI were 

not so fortunate with their cup run, getting knocked out in the initial rounds against a strong Arden team.  

 

Our 6th form girls reached the last 32 of the English School FA Cup, defeating Thomas Telford School in 

their first round to get there. As last year's ESFA Cup finalists the victory was unexpected, however the 

strength throughout the squad overwhelmed the visitors. A hatrick from the captain Lucy Shepherd and 

goals from Maz Botteri, Hana Adler, Mollie Rouse left the score line at 6-1. 

 

Up next was a home fixture against Sandwell Academy. After a very strong start the home team led by 2 

goals, however the unity of the visitors began to show and pulled the game back to 2-2. As the game 

progressed there were a number of near misses and the international experience of Mollie Rouse and Lucy 

Shepherd shone through as the pressure grew. The 

game finished as a 5-3 defeat after a show of impressive 

speed up front displayed by the visitors. We are 

immensely proud of the progress shown by the team in 

such a short amount of time. 

 

Lucy Shepherd © , Mollie Rouse, Ev Mallon,  

Ellie Smith, Caitlin Atkins,  Lottie Davis,  May Irwin,  

Sadie Loynds, Megan White,  Anya Sweeney,   

Maz Botterill and Alex Caldicott 

Congratulations to both AGS girls,        

Lucy Shepherd and Mollie Rouse, 

who both took part in the UEFA 

WU19 Coefficient Tournament in 

Northern Ireland (Belfast). 

Following wins against both USA 

and Northern Ireland, England 

rounded off the Women's Under-

19 mini tournament with another 

impressive display eventually lifting 

the Women's International Cup 

after securing a 3-1 victory over 

France. 

PE News 



CROSS-COUNTRY 

Some great efforts at Wednesday night running club have paid dividends for a number of 

AGS runners. Strong performances at the South Warwickshire trials in September meant 

that a staggering 25 students were selected to run for the district at the inter-area 

competition on the 15th October. Notable performances include Jamie Robinson (3rd minor 

boys), Cameron Palmer (4th Inter boys) although all athletes contributed toward South 

Warwickshire winning four divisions and placing 2nd in the other two. Fantastic efforts all 

round. Talented students were then selected to represent Warwickshire and recently 

competed in the inter-counties event;  Jamie Robinson, Ruben Herdman, Arthur Trotter, 

Christopher Hunt, Michael O’Rourke, Cameron Palmer, Rhys Mahon and Grace Golinski.  

 

A mention should also be given to the yr8 and 10 boys that competed in the first round of the ESAA       

Cross-Country cup, placing 3rd in each and narrowly missing out on the next round.  

 

 

Well done to Jamie Robison, 

Max Aris, George Fox-Rowe, 

Adam Farrow, Ollie McAdam, 

Michael O’Rourke,  

Rhys Mahon, Nick Evans and  

Cameron Palmer.  

HOCKEY 

We have had a fantastic start to the hockey season with some excellent team performances throughout 

every year group. The Year 7 

team have played their first 2 

fixtures with mixed results, the 

Year 9 team have had some close 

fought games with 2 losses 

against Shottery and Aylesford. 

The Year 10 and 11 teams have 

experienced good success with a 

win against Stratford, Aylesford, 

Shottery and Pershore.  

 

Commitment has been fantastic 

at hockey club on a Thursday 

evening and Friday lunch which 

is promising with such a high 

number of fixtures and South 

Warwickshire tournaments yet to 

come this year. 

PE News 



BADMINTON 

Strong team performances across the board at the boys South Warwickshire Level 2 tournament saw us go 

through as overall winners and we now look forward to competing in the Level 3 competition in February. 

Congratulations to Nick Ho, Alex Turrell, Ollie Wear, Adam Courtney, Sam Woodger, Sachin Balla, Henry 

Shervington-Lodge and Tom Grace. 

 

The girls produced some very good badminton at their South Warwickshire tournament, held at Shottery 

school.  We came up against tough opposition - Shottery had a very impressive international player 

amongst their team.  We haven’t qualified for the Level 3 competition, but will continue to work hard and 

try again next year.  Well done to Izzy Howroyd, Lydia Mitchell, Izzy Bridge, Evie Beard, Anna Scicluna, 

Molly Wilshaw, Felicity Humphries, Emma Elias and Izzy Haerle. 

RUGBY 

Rugby has had an impressive start with attendance at club being very high throughout the year groups. This 

has seen us carry on into the dark nights for the Year 7 & 8’s under floodlights at nearby Alcester RFC and 

still numbers continue to be encouraging. Year 10 & 11 sent a combined team over to Prince Henry’s to take 

on a full Year 11 side, narrowly losing 17-12 in the final play of the game!  

 

Year 9 have also put pleasing performed well against both Prince Henry’s and Warwick School. Lower down 

the school Year 7 & 8 have developed massively and this yielded excellent performances in a local 

tournament at Alcester RFC, beating the likes of Alcester Academy, St Benedict’s and Shipston.  

 

We also held our own 7’s tournament here at AGS with some fantastic skills on show from Henley, Shipston 

and 2 AGS teams! 

The 1st XV are the strongest 6th form rugby team we have had for some time.  

 

They have had a great start to the year, playing 5 and winning 4 games, scoring upwards of 40 points on 2 

occasions. Despite injuries, morale and teamwork have not been lost and several Year 12 players have really 

stepped up and played in high level games.   

PE News 



A LEVEL TRIP TO CALSHOT 

24 A level P.E students were part of the 

annual trip to Calshot activity centre in 

Southampton. The weekend was a huge 

success; students overcame their fears, 

developed new skills and participated in a 

range of challenging activities as well 

building friendships and teamwork along the 

way. 

 

Although it was November the weather was 

kind to us (still a little chilly!) and the 

students were able to show off their kayaking 

and windsurfing skills.     We look forward to 

next year’s trip and   the excitement of the 

opportunities that Calshot activity centre 

offers. 

ROWING 

Rowing club has benefitted from some encouraging numbers this term, with determined students from all 

years keen to learn the tricks of the trade from Mr Hemming and Dr Clifford and thus beat their time from 

the week previous- fantastic to see such commitment! It is also very pleasing to report that students are 

rowing regularly after school in small groups, again to better their times. It is as a result of this sustained 

hard work that the boys Year 8 and Year 9 rowing teams ran away with recent Level 2 competition, winning 

by 400m in one category! All their hard work is paying off and hopefully the boys can continue this form 

into the Level 3 finals. 

 

Well done to the girls rowing teams, who took part in the South Warwickshire rowing championships 

recently. The year 7/8 and 9/10 competitions were extremely close with only a couple of metres between 1st 

and 3rd place. It was a close race to the finish, with all rowers giving 100%. The teams did very well, with year 

7/8s finishing 3rd and year 9/10 second by only 4 metres. Good luck to those competing at the next stage of 

the competition. 

PE News 



PE News 

SWIMMING 

Once again, our swimming teams displayed their high skill levels at the ESSA regional round at Warwick 

school on Friday 7th October.  Our junior boys achieved 3rd place in the medley relay, with a time of 

2.27.98.  This ranked them 37th nationally, just missing out on qualification for the finals in London as the 

top 30 teams are invited.  They came 6th regionally in the freestyle relay.   

 

Our inter boys team had high hopes as they still talk about their experience at the National finals last year 

in the Olympic swimming pool.  Unfortunately they too just missed out on qualification this year in the 

medley relay, achieving 37th nationally in a time of  2.11.11.  This gave them a regional position of 4th, 

which was equalled in the freestyle relay.   

 

Well done to all swimmers involved and many thanks to Mr Hemming for accompanying the team. 

BIATHLON 

Max Aris, Nick Evans, Isabelle Hopper and Seb Hopper have 

achieved biathlon success once again this year.  Both Max and Seb 

qualified for the British Biathlon championships; unfortunately 

Max was unable to attend the event, and we are waiting to report 

on how Seb fared.   

 

Both Seb and Isabelle were champions at the East Midlands 

Biathlon championships held in Nottingham.   

 

Congratulations to both of them.             

Isabelle and Seb Hopper 

TENNIS 

Our senior students mixed tennis team travelled to Rugby school earlier in November for their first round 

of this year’s championship.  It was a tough draw for our team (Barney Williams, George Rogers, Molly Eyre, 

Imogen Dykes) as Rugby have such a large pool of players to choose from.  They started off slowly, but by 

the end of the games were matching the rugby team point for point.   

 

Unfortunately it was a little too late, and Rugby won 3 matches to 1.  Due to the other team in our group of 3 

withdrawing this was the only match for us this year, so onwards and upwards ready for the next tennis 

opportunity, which comes in the New Year in the Aegon championships. 



Charity News 

ROWING EVEREST 

On Saturday 12 November, after many hours honing their technique in the gym on 

the rowing machines, Addison Price, Jake Simian and Duncan Repton (all year 9) 

rowed the equivalent of the height of Everest (8848 metres) in aid of the charity 

“Manisha UK” which is raising funds to support the building of facilities for 

schools in Nepal following the terrible destruction caused by earthquakes in the 

recent past (http://www.manisha-uk.org).  There was intense competition during 

the event and great tussles between the students in the junior event and the staff 

in the seniors.  The boys involved should be congratulated on their fantastic 

efforts in supporting such a worthy cause.  

 

£1500 was raised for the event at 

AGS on the day with many more 

on-line pledges in addition.  

 

More information on the final 

results can be found at : 

www.manisha-uk.org/Everest/

everest-challenge-2016-results. 

 

ROTARY SHOE BOXES 

A huge thank you to everyone that 

supported the collection of Rotary shoe 

boxes this year.   As we go to press we are 

unsure of the exact number of filled boxes but 

we're hoping for 300.    

 

They will be sent to Eastern Europe in the 

new year.    

 

Thank you very much for your support, it 

is much appreciated. 

 

Mrs Parsons 



Charity News 

In October of this year nineteen of us, which included three teachers and sixteen students, travelled to 

India. The reason behind doing this was to teach English to children who do not have anywhere near the 

same standard of education which we do and to help the community with fixing up aspects of their school.  

 

I can speak on behalf of the whole group when saying that this was the most amazing experience and that 

you could not beat the feeling that we all got when we realised we were actually making a difference to 

these children's lives. For five days we got a chance to work with the adults and children of the schools 

community and get a real life understanding of how different some people live. I personally think that 

everyone should take the time to do what we did because it really makes you appreciate how lucky we are.  

 

When we arrived in the school’s community on the first day, we got greeted with music and dancing from 

all the local people and they welcomed us with open arms. The school that we went to was not open the 

week we visited, the children were on holiday and did not have to come in, but knowing that we were 

coming to teach we had nearly sixty students turn up each of the five days. Some of the things we did to 

help out the community, like gardening, were hard work in thirty five degree heat but the idea that we 

were making such a positive impact on these people's lives made it all worth it.  

 

At the end of the five days which we spent working in the school we gave each child a bag and a number of 

pens and pencils which they can now use every day at school. We could afford to buy each child a bag 

because of the end of summer term fund raising done by our school which just shows a little from us can 

really make a difference to someone who is much less fortunate.  

 

When leaving, the school said their goodbyes with speeches, food and their cultural attire which they 

dressed us in such as turbans, scarves and necklaces made of flowers. It was a wonderful way to end the 

week because it just showed us how much they had appreciated and enjoyed us being there.  

 

We also got the chance to do some fabulous things such as elephant riding up to a fort, camel riding, 

visiting the Taj Mahal, zip lining over Jodhpur fort and so much more. On the trip there was not a single day 

we weren’t doing something new and amazing.  

 

We got a chance to taste all 

aspects of the culture, which 

was amazing, and I would do 

it all again in a heartbeat.  

 

Rebecca Perkins 



AGSPA FIRECRACKER BALL - SATURDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 2016 

Wow, it happened!  

Having been unsure whether we would be able to attract enough interest to make this 

evening a success… we are proud to announce that a success it most definitely was - a 

huge thank you to everyone that attended and made it such a fabulous event!  

 

Salford Hall Hotel in Salford Priors was our chosen venue, a mere stone’s throw from AGS. Our party 

occupied the impressive (and thankfully warm!) marquee and attached 

dining room for the evening.  It has to be said that the hotel did us proud, 

and a big thank you is also due to Emily for her help & patience. 

Our delicious meal consisted of a smoked chicken Caesar salad to start, 

perfectly cooked pink roast beef (with a mountain of a Yorkshire pud) and 

seasonal veg to follow, finished off by a deliciously moist portion of sticky 

toffee pudding with butterscotch sauce. I certainly felt that the meal was 

fabulous value for money, and was really very scrumptious.  

  

Throughout the evening, guests enjoyed various light hearted 

entertainment, including the ‘heads or tails’ game, and the festive ‘selfie’ 

booth along with something for the competitive; guests rolling their £1 

coins towards the whisky bottle on the dance floor (The closest coin won 

the bottle!)  Committee member Jeremy Smith produced some fabulous 

bottles of port, wine & brandy, which along with two cash prizes of £50 

meant that the small raffle was very popular - well done to all of our 

winners! 

  

Given that we were unsure until the last minute whether we would be 

running this event, we are delighted to have raised an astounding 

£669.98!  Due to the success of the ball, we intend to hold another one in 

the near future, so ‘watch this space!’  

 

One guest commented that when children graduate to secondary school 

there is a real gap in terms of getting to know your children’s friends’ 

parents – so why not group together with them, organise a table and get 

to know them a bit better next time? 

  

 

 

AGSPA News 



SPORTS HALL 

The aim of Alcester Grammar School Sports Facility is to develop 

sport, particularly for young participants, by making the facility 

available to sports clubs who offer structured sporting 

opportunities, or by providing sessions run by qualified coaches. 

 

The Sports Hall is available for booking  6-10pm Monday-Friday. 

Weekend availability is dependent on business needs. 

 

THINKING OF STARTING A NEW CLASS OR A NEW VENTURE? 

Booking charges per hour: 

Sports Hall (whole)   £30 

Sports Hall (half)    £20 

For further details please contact the school on 01789 762494 or email Louise Bennett, 

l.bennet@alcestergs.com  for more information. 

Finally, Stephanie Jackson has recently resigned from the position of Chairperson. We 

would like to thank Stephanie for her commitment to the role over the past 12 months 

and wish her well. 
 

Dates for your diary: 

Friday 3rd March 2017 - Spring Family Quiz  

Saturday 1st July 2017 - Midsummer Musical Madness ....more details to follow. 
 

Please continue to let us know your suggestions for future events/fundraising ideas, 

….we love to embrace new challenges!   E-mail us at alcestergrammarpa@gmail.com 

 

Wishing you all a very happy and healthy Christmas and New Year! 

 

The AGSPA Committee xx 

 

Chairperson: Sarah Dykes 

Vice Chair: Debra Carew Cox 

Secretary: Gillian Squires 

Treasurer: John Griffiths 

AGSPA News 
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AGS Term Dates 2017-18 

Dates for your Diary 
All of our school events are available to view on the school calendar. 

Visit alcestergs.co.uk to access the calendar and download it. 

Spring Term 2017  

Term begins Wednesday 4th January 2017  

Half Term Monday 20th - Friday 24th February 2017 (inclusive) 

Term ends Friday 7th April 2017 

Summer Term 2017  

Term begins Monday 24th April 2017 

May Day Monday 1st May 2017 

Half Term Monday 29th May - Friday 2nd June 2017 (inclusive) 

Term ends Friday 21st July 2017 

Autumn Term 2017  

Term begins Wednesday 6th September 2017 

Half Term Monday 23rd - Friday 27th October 2017 (inclusive) 

Term ends Thursday 21st December 2017 

Spring Term 2018  

Term begins Monday 8th January 2018 

Half Term Monday 12th - Friday 16th February 2018 (inclusive) 

Term ends Thursday 29th March 2018 


