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Principal’s Welcome 

One of the best things about working at AGS is the opportunity to meet young people who are brimming 

with talent and enthusiasm. This week I’ve been to see some terrific drama monologues and duologues, 

admired some outstandingly beautiful costume design, and cheered on the 8s slogging their around our 

cross country course. There was an invite to talk with some sixth formers about their innovative designs 

for houses of the future, complete with CAD plans and photoshop impressions of how the appearance 

might change in different weather conditions, all supported with intricate 1:50 scale models. And I got to 

judge the “Physics factor” competition as well! 

These activities are all essential to what makes this school a special community, so as we come to the end 

of the busy term, I must thank all the staff for their routine commitment to going “above and beyond”, 

and all you, as parents, who have sent us youngsters who are keen to learn and willing to have a go at 

whatever we put in front of them.  

You will be pleased to know that our plans to take on an extra class in year 7 are going well. Offers have 

been made to pupils who took the 11+ last September and we are delighted that the academic standards 

of our new cohort will be similar to previous years, despite the increase in numbers. This shows that AGS 

does indeed offer a service where demand still significantly exceeds supply - all we need now is for 

whichever government is in power after May to ensure that we have a funding level that enables us to 

continue providing the services and opportunities that we all know our young people deserve. 

With that in mind, do look out for more information in the coming months about how you might be able 

to further invest in your child’s future. Like all schools, we face a considerable reduction in the amount of 

funding we will be able to spend on the school. This is because over the next year, as well as receiving 

nearly £200,000 less in income from the government, our costs will rise due to unfunded rises in items 

such as Employer’s National Insurance contributions.  We have sound plans to manage this as best as we 

can, and over time our increased pupil numbers will help, but I do think that parental support will really 

help if we are to keep on providing a full range of activities which some might think of as “extras” but 

which you and I regard as essential for a balanced and enjoyable modern education. 

I do hope you have a refreshing Easter break. When we return, we will enjoy our school election, 

complete with hustings and visits from our prospective parliamentary candidates, and then it will be exam 

season once again. I’d like to wish all our GCSE, AS and A2 candidates and their parents the very best for 

another summer of academic success. 



Messages from The Finance Director 

CURRENT VACANCIES 

We are currently advertising for a number of teaching positions and for a finance assistant.   

If you would like to apply for one of these vacancies or if you know someone that may be interested please 

pass this information onto them. 

 

Required from September 2015: 

 

Teacher of Mathematics  (Full time)  

A chance to join this successful department, with opportunities to teach across all key stages. 

 

Teacher of Business Studies (Part time approx. 0.2)  

A chance to teach Business studies at GCSE/A level. A level Economics teaching is also available if desired. 

 

Teacher of Spanish (Part time approx. 0.4)  

Innovative and enthusiastic teacher required.  Opportunities to teach at KS3, GCSE OR A Level are available. 

 

Teacher of Computing / ICT (Part time approx. 0.5) 

Ability to deliver GCSE Computing, AS ICT and potentially develop AS/A2 Computing in the future. 

 

Teacher of Geography (Part time approx. 0.3) 

Potential to teach at KS3, 4 or 5 in this popular department. 

 

Prospective candidates are most welcome to contact the school for an informal discussion and further details 

about the application process. 

 

 

Finance Assistant £20,000 per annum   Required from June 2015 

37 hours per week - Monday to Friday, term time only plus 2 weeks during school summer holidays 

The appointed applicant will be responsible for Purchase Ledger, Payroll Administration, Bank 

Reconciliations, VAT Returns, Accrual/Prepayments and Account Reconciliations. 

Applicants should ideally be at least AAT qualified with 3 years’ experience in a similar role.  A job 

description and application form is available to download from our website: www.alcestergs.co.uk 

 

Applications for Finance Assistant vacancy only should be sent to Jacqui Dyos by post or email: 

j.dyos@alcestergs.com 

Closing date:  9am on Tuesday 14th April 

Alcester Grammar School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all children and young 

people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  An enhanced DBS (Disclosure and Barring 

Service) check will be carried out prior to the commencement of any offer of employment. 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS  - DID YOU KNOW 

You may qualify for free school meals if you are in receipt of any state benefits 

Any family with a student in Yrs 7—13 can apply 

 

If you qualify the school will also receive at least £900 in September to help your 

child do their very best.  We will agree with you how the money can be best spent. 

Apply via: www.warwickshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 



Library and Information Centre 

                  … … working together 

                                                           … … reaching goals together 

STUDENT WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENT AT  

SHAKESPEARE BIRTHPLACE 

TRUST 

Alcester Grammar School has 

forged a mutually beneficial 

link with the Shakespeare 

Birthplace Trust which 

enables students to further 

develop research skills 

through educational work 

experience.  Miranda, a      

Year 12, Student Librarian, has 

written an exemplary piece of 

work based on her time at the 

Trust, an excerpt of which we 

have printed below: 

 

I then returned to the SBT archives where I undertook the 
curation of a small exhibition for the Reading Room to link 
with a larger exhibition at Hall’s Croft on the First World 
War.  With the entire Birthplace archive to choose from, a 
colleague and I decided to use the Local Archives to focus 
on soldiers in Stratford-upon-Avon and the Belgian 
refugees who came to Stratford.  I searched the 
photographic archives, the Stratford Herald on microfilm 
and original documents from the Theatre Archives. I 
photocopied original documents (such as a letter from 
Marie Corelli to the King of Belgium) and photographs, 
then mounted and captioned them.  
 
Check out the whole piece which can be viewed on our 

Library Blog, link as follows 

 

https://agslibrary.wordpress.com/2015/03/04/student-work-

experience-placement-at-shakespeare-trust  

 

There will soon be a different Blog for younger students, 

by Miranda, on www.deefinch.wordpress.com – for Dawn 

Finch, an author and Literacy Consultant, as part of 

National Shakespeare Week – 16th to  22nd March. 

WARWICKSHIRE SLS BOOK AWARD 2015                           

Shortlisted for this year’s award are  The 
Bubble Wrap Boy by Phil Earle, Phoenix  

by S F Saio, The Screaming Staircase by 

Jonathan Stroud, The Company of Ghosts 

by Berlie Doherty, the One Safe Place by 

Tania Unsworth and Time is Running out 
by Gabriel’s Clock. 

Our enthusiastic group of Year 7 students 

have judged these books firstly by their 

cover and with ‘Phoenix’ coming first as 

the book you would most likely pick up to 

read. But the votes were close! 

 3 votes  –  Phoenix    

 2 votes  –  Lockwood    

 2 votes  –  Bubblewrap Boy   

 1 vote   –  Company of Ghosts 

 1 vote   –  Gabriel’s Clock 

 1 vote   –  One Safe Place 

 

The students will be  attending Bilton 

School,  Rugby on Tuesday 17th March 

when they will meet with the authors                     

and find out the winner  of this year’s 

prestigious award based on the votes from 

all schools.   

They’re waiting to see if 

their voted shortlist will 

match the final winners… 



Library and Information Centre 

                  … … working together 

                                                           … … reaching goals together 

CHRIS EVANS - 500 WORD STORY COMPETITION  

English Teacher and Head Librarian, Louise Beeson, will 

be a Volunteer Judge again this year for this UK wide, 

Radio 2 competition, which involves writing a story in 

only 500 words.  Teachers and Librarians around the 

country are to be given batches of stories to read and 

score and put through to the next round.  There has 

been a fantastic level of entries this year.  The judging 

panel for 2015 includes Richard Hammond, Frank 

Cottrell Boyce, Francesca Simon, Malorie Blackman and 

Charlie Higson. 

 

The Top 50 shortlisted entrants (25 in each age 

category) will be invited to attend the final at St James's 

Palace, London on Friday 29th May 2015 for the live 

broadcast of the BBC Radio 2 Chris Evans Breakfast 

Show.  The full names of the 6 finalists and the overall 

winners will be announced during this live broadcast. 

Check out our Library Blog or the BBC’s Webpage to 

keep up to date on how things are progressing. 

LAUNCH OF ALCESTER SCHOOLS’                   

BOOK AWARD - 2015 

This year’s annual book award, for our local 

schools, is now underway with students from 

Alcester Grammar, Alcester Academy and     

St Benedict’s Roman Catholic School uniting 

for the joy of reading and community 

friendship between the three schools. 

 

The first event will see students being 

introduced to the shortlist titles and the 

defined criteria by which they can judge the 

books.  This helps them to help decide which 

they will put through as their winner.   

There is also a competition and author event, 

and we at Alcester Grammar are delighted to 

be hosting the author visit this year; an 

exciting, new 

author.  Details 

to follow 

shortly – check 

our Library 

Blog. 



English Department 

PUBLIC SPEAKING SUCCESS 

It’s a Woman’s World? AGS Y11 prove that it is. 

The Rotary Club “Youth Speaks” public speaking 

competition is a high profile national competition 

into which we are fortunate to enter teams on an 

annual basis. 

 

The local round saw us put up two teams to 

challenge St Benedict’s. Frank May, Finlay 

Battersby and Sam Breakwell, all in Y11, eloquently 

debated “The Jury is out on our Justice System”. 

They explored some of the inherent flaws they see 

in our current justice system and questioned the 

role of the jury in modern day court rooms. 

Both St Benedict’s and our second team of Will Farrell, Zoe MacMullen and Oleia Green debated 

perceptions of gender. Zoe’s challenging speech questioned the acceptability of current “pop anthems” 

which seem to blur the lines about abuse of women, and debated the rationale behind banning page 3. 

This caused a stir and gained the team a place in the District Finals. 

 

The District competition was held on Saturday 7th March at Bablake School. Suddenly our Y11 team were 

up against a wide range of prestige establishments and students who were, in many cases, experienced 

speakers studying A Levels. The standard of the 11 teams’ 

speeches was phenomenal; it was an inspiring, thought-

provoking and adrenalin fuelled morning! In past years, we 

have reached the District Finals, performed well, and gone 

away satisfied. This time, our team, who looked slightly 

different with Oleia Green replacing Will Farrell, stunned 

the room into silence with their speech and walked away 

with an impressive third place prize.  

 

Congratulations to both teams, but particularly to Oleia, 

Zoe and Ellie, who have had to battle the pressures of mock 

exams, cancelled 30km hikes and given up a significant 

amount of time to achieve this success.  



Maths Department 

MATHS FEAST 

On Friday 6th February four of our Year 10 students took part in a 

“Maths-feast” organised by the Further Maths Support Project and 

held at Myton School in Warwick.   

 

Isabel Boyd, Alex Caldicott, Jake Flower and Izumu Mishima 

represented the school in seven rounds of mathematical challenges 

that tested their knowledge and application of the subject in a 

variety of tasks.  Nineteen other local schools took part and our 

four students did extremely well, winning one of the rounds and 

coming seventh overall 

in the competition. 

YEAR EIGHT BLETCHLEY PARK VISIT 

The whole of year 8 visited Bletchley Park on 5th and 6th February. Students listened to a fun 

and interactive talk on codes and ciphers and took part in code-breaking activities in a 

workshop setting afterwards. They followed a treasure hunt in the museum based on 

historical items from around the Second Word War. Students were shown how the Enigma 

machine worked and how messages were intercepted and deciphered in Bletchley Park 

during the war. They looked at where the code-

breakers worked and listened to interesting stories 

about their lives. This was an exciting and informative 

day which was enjoyed by both students and 

teachers.  



Science Department 

THE RSC CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD 2015 

This national competition provides an opportunity to stretch 

and challenge post-16 students studying chemistry. The 

annual competition enables the selection of a team of four 

students to represent the UK in the International Chemistry 

Olympiad, offering a fantastic opportunity for students 

to travel and meet fellow chemistry enthusiasts from all over 

the world. Round 1 consists of a very challenging two hour 

written test of chemical knowledge, which is quite an event 

in itself! The questions are based on real world chemistry 

problems and are designed to stimulate debate and raise 

awareness of what chemistry is all about. They provide a 

good opportunity to develop some of the skills required for 

study at university and beyond. The Round 1 paper is open 

to all post-16 students and was sat in school in January. Gold, 

silver and bronze certificates are awarded to the                   

top-performing students.  

 

We were delighted with the successes of all of the students 

who participated in this year’s paper. This year Dan Rhymer 

finished 65th out of over 6600 entries from across the 

country. Dan, Joe Morrow , Sam Teale, Joe Morrow (both 

Year 12) Barney Fidler and Matt Tomlinson (Year 13)  all were 

in the top 0.7% of all entries and won gold medals for their 

achievements. 

 

Silver awards (top 30% of all entries) were awarded to:      

Rhys Winter, George Cope, Alex Weatherup, Asha Phakey, 

Annabel Pigdon, Gemma Nibblet, Joe Mcleod,             

Lucinda Granger, Nicole Bradshaw, Harry Stevens,                 

Morgan Shelley, Matt Buckland, Oscar Warden, Tom Baxter, 

Luke Boyles –Varley and Eliza Griffiths. 

 

Bronze awards were awarded to: Miles Pigdon,                             

Megan Taylor, Rhys Morrison, Issac O'Neill, Joe Kelley, 

Ameeta Khamba,  Ben Jones, Oli Singleton, Colton Bryan, 

Phoebe Greenwood, Ben Allen, AJ Anderson-Littlewood   

and Oli Purser 

 

They all worked extremely hard and they can all be very 

proud of themselves and should feel a real sense of 

achievement. 

Here is the entry level question for 

the C3L6 online chemistry challenge 

that we look forward to each month. 

1st March saw the latest round of the 

online C3L6 chemistry competition 

and an excellent effort by Izumu 

Mishima resulted him finishing 23rd 

overall on the world leader board 

for the March competition. A special 

mention to Annabel Pigdon too who 

also finished in the top 150 in the 

world.  

 

Izumu’s result has pushed him up to 

6th place overall on the U18 

cumulative board which takes the 

best 6 scores over the course of the 

competition. There are still three of 

months left so we have everything 

crossed for a top 3 place in the 

world for Izumu. Harvey Brooks and 

Harvey Randle are currently lying 

15th and 16th overall on the U18 

board. A fantastic achievement.  

Well done all. 



Science Department 

SCIENCE ON YOUR DOORSTEP POSTER COMPETITION FOR ALL PUPILS IN YEARS 7-9 

The aim of this competition is to produce a poster about any aspect of science that 

happens in or around where they live. This could be a historical person, structure or 

event linked to science, or it could be something closer to home. The deadline to get 

entries (A3 max) to Dr Ro for judging is Tuesday 14th April. We look forward to seeing 

your creativity at work. 

We have been celebrating Science and Maths 

week from the 16th – 20th March with a range of 

competitions and events. We will report more 

on the prize winners in the next newsletter.  

 

Meanwhile, we have tasked our pupils to 

take part  in two events over Easter. 

TO TRY AT HOME: What does make the perfect cup of tea?  

Year 7 have been tasked with seeing if they can find out what 

makes the perfect ‘brew’. Look forward to them offering to make 

you all of your tea needs over the Easter break and help them to 

write up their findings. They could win a year’s supply of tea!  

Again entries should be handed in to chemistry teachers or to Dr 

Ro by 14th April.  We are looking forward to testing your suggestions.                                                                                                     

Good luck all.  

NUFFIELD BURSARY 

We would like to congratulate Alex Hatton who has won a prestigious Nuffield 

Bursary. She will be completing a placement in Southampton over the summer 

months and we wish her every success. Competition for the bursary is very fierce 

and very few are issued so this is a real achievement.                                                                                                                    

Well done Alex. We look forward to hearing all about it after the Summer. 

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE MASTERCLASSES 2015 

We would like to congratulate Luke Boyles-Varley and Joe Morrow, who we nominated and were accepted 

onto Masterclasses in Chemistry at Corpus Christi which take place later this month. Also congratulations 

to Lauren Goymer and Megan Wyatt who were accepted onto the course for Biomedical Sciences. 

Competition for places is extremely fierce and we are delighted that all four students have won places.  

This will give them the opportunity to discover more about applications to the University of Cambridge, to 

gain an insight into university life, and to sample lectures and workshops in their subject of interest.                     

We look forward to hearing all about it. 



Science Department 

AGS STARGAZING LIVE                                                      

On Wednesday 21st January, staff, students and parents 

braved the cold to join us for our Stargazing Live sessions.    

Dr. Johanna Jarvis spent the afternoon talking to Year 9 

students about how we see the Universe in different 

wavelengths and the information it can tell us about what’s 

out there, where we came from, and what may happen in 

the future.  This was in support of the work they are 

currently doing on the Electromagnetic Spectrum. 

Then in the evening we held our Introduction to 

Astronomy sessions.  Johanna began each session talking people through the things you need if you want 

to do observational astronomy.  She explained the need for red light rather than white, and why 

unfortunately, the students would acclimatise to the darkness much more quickly than their parents 

would! 

 

Using a piece of software called “Stellarium” Johanna was able to take us around the night sky, showing 

us stars, planets and constellations, some that we were familiar with, such as Orion and The Seven Sisters, 

and other celestial bodies that some of us perhaps were less familiar with, such as The Orion Nebula and 

Comet Lovejoy.    

Unfortunately the weather was not on our side so we were unable to observe these directly with the 

telescopes.  However, Johanna showed us how to use star charts to track the constellations and planets 

and showed us different types of telescope that could be used depending on what you wanted to 

observe. 

 

The evening was very well attended, with tickets having sold out in a day, and it was wonderful to see 

such an interest from so many parents and students, many of whom were kind enough to email me the 

following day with some feedback; here are just a couple of them: 

“What a fantastic evening last week at the Stargazing Live session, even if the clouds let us down. Johanna was 

very easy to listen to and her step by step guidance made sense of a night sky that we so often take for granted. 

Being able to see and try out the telescopes was great.  It definitely left me wanting to learn more about 

astronomy.”  

 

“Jo was great - really knowledgeable, with her explanations at the right level for the whole group; the live 

stream on the projector was very impressive, and the little star charts were great!” 

 

“Yep it was a shame about the weather but that didn’t stop it being fun and really interesting.” 

 

“The stargazing event at Alcester Grammar School was informative and enjoyable despite being unable to go 

outside to look at the night sky. The evening was suitable for the whole family and very well organised. We are 

really looking forward to the next Stargazing event. “ 

 

Many thanks to all who attended, and fingers crossed we can make it an annual event, 

and hopefully the weather will cooperate a little more next time! 

 

Lauren James 

Head of Physics  
Teaching Fellow – The Ogden Trust  



Science Department 

YEAR 9 PHYSICS BIG QUIZ—BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY 

On Wednesday 21tst January I took twelve members of Year 9 to 

take part in the ‘Physics Big Quiz’ at Birmingham University.  This 

is an event run by the University every year in order to promote 

Physics amongst Key Stage 3 pupils. 

 

There were over 300 students from across the West Midlands 

taking part., with ninety four teams from approximately thirty 

different schools. We entered three teams (four from each Year 9 

class) and were keen to do well having taken both bronze and silver medals last year. 

 

The teams battled it out over the first two rounds on ‘Light’ and ‘Sound’ and ‘What am I?’ where students were 

given a description of a machine or device that worked because of the principles of Physics.  At the end of the 

first two rounds all of our teams had scored well. There was an interesting moment where I was asked by one 

of the 9S team members to double check the marking of one of their rounds. Sure enough, the markers had 

made an error giving them two marks on one round instead of seven! 

 

They then had a short chocolate break to refuel before a further two rounds on “Mechanics and Properties of 

Matter” and “Who am I?” where they had to identify famous Physicists such as Stephen Hawking, Marie Curie, 

Brian Cox and Georg Ohm based on descriptions about the work they had done. 

After a lunch break, students were treated to a lecture all about how Physics is used in the medical world, 

specifically how Doctors and Nurses can take images of the inside of the human body using X-rays and           

CT scans. The students listened in detail to how X-rays and CT scans get taken and how the final image gets 

put together. This material is very relevant for our students as it is one of the topics they study when they get 

into Year 11 as part of their Physics GCSE. 

 

All our teams scored extremely well.  Sachin Bhalla,              

Kim Jackson, Rob Meddoms and Gareth Johnson from 9N 

came in third place and were all awarded bronze medals.  

Given the number of teams the students were up against, 

they did brilliantly!  A great day was had by all and the 

students were a credit to our school.  We will definitely be 

returning with four new teams next year! 

Adam Knights., Physics Teacher & Head of Year 9    

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK 

British Science Week ran from 13th -23rd March this year and we had several events going on within school to 

celebrate it.  Teams from Years 7 competed in The Physics Factor, Year 12 students took part in the Oxford 

University AS Physics Olympiad,  and our Year 10 students marked the solar eclipse on the 20th March by 

taking part in a live Skype link up with Dr. Johanna Jarvis who will explain the Physics of the solar eclipse with 

them, before they went outside to observe as we were plunged into near darkness when upto 85% of the Sun 

was covered; they also took part in a national weather survey to investigate the effects of a solar eclipse on the 

weather on Earth.  We also ran an Eclipse competition to celebrate this momentous occasion since the next 

solar eclipse to be visible in the UK will not be until 2026.   



Science Department 

YEAR 12 CAREERS IN THE SPACE INDUSTRY                                                                                                              

On Monday 26th January 14 Year 12 students were taken to The National Space 

Centre in Leicester to take part in a careers conference, introducing them to 

opportunities within all aspects of the space industry. 

After an early start, students were treated to 6 talks from engineers, physicists 

and researchers who are all involved in a multitude of aspects of space 

exploration from investigating exoplanets, to designing the instrumentation 

panels on the recent Rosetta mission, to airborne and satellite data acquisition.  

After their initial talks, students were given some time to explore the exhibits 

before attending a “Meet the Scientist/Engineer” where they could talk to any of 

the speakers from the morning session and ask them about what they do, or the routes they took to get to 

their current positions.  It also provided some of the students with some potential contacts for when it 

comes to work experience time. 

The last session of the afternoon was spent listening to a talk from Dr. Andrew Pontzen who focussed on a 

critical look at some of the most controversial areas of modern Physics such as dark matter. 

The students took a lot from the day; it gave them some exposure to the types of careers that may be on 

offer for the future and highlighted the wealth of opportunities available to them through their study of 

Physics at A Level. 

YEAR 6 OGDEN CHALLENGE DAY 

On February 11th we welcomed 32 students from 3 of our feeder schools to take part 

in the second of our Ogden Challenge Days.  These are days planned and delivered 

between the Physics and DT departments to encourage the students to work 

together to solve problems with a physics, design and engineering emphasis to 

them.  The students worked in teams of 4, each team having a sixth form mentor to 

support them throughout the day. 

They were tasked with firstly assembling a car which they would then use to take 

measurements from.  The focus of the task was for students to apply the results they had taken to a new 

problem, in order to try and predict how they should alter the design of their car to ensure it would travel 

the greatest distance, so students were constantly required to reflect on the previous task.  

The students enjoyed the day hugely and learnt a lot working 

with students from the other schools as well as working with our 

sixth formers. 

The final of our challenge day will be held in the Summer Term 

when the students will return to take part in a Physics and DT 

themed “Dragon’s Den”.  We look forward to welcoming the 

students back again. 



Science Department 

GCSE SCIENCE LIVE, YEAR 11 

Question: What links Betelgeuse, the reproductive system 

and zebra stripes? 

Answer: GCSE Science Live! 

 

On Monday 2nd March we attended a day of lectures 

entitled “GCSE Science Live” at the Symphony Hall in 

Birmingham.  This is an annual event where renowned 

Scientists deliver a series of lectures with the aim of showing students how Science is used in the world we 

live in and to promote enthusiasm for Science so that we consider taking it for A-Level.   The speakers this 

year included Professor Robert Winston, Dr. Maggie Aderin-Pocock, the current presenter of The Sky at 

Night, and Professor Jim Al-Khalili.  The morning began with a session from the Chief Examiner, highlighting 

exam technique in GCSE Science examinations.  We were then 

treated to five lectures covering all Sciences on topics such as 

fertility, what causes zebra to have stripes and, our favourite, the 

reality of Doctor Who and time travel.  The whole day went 

really well, we had a great time and it was wonderful to be able 

to provide the students with the opportunity to hear how the 

Science they learn in the classroom every day is actually put to 

use, and what their contribution in the future could be! 

SIXTH FORM PRIMARY PHYSICS CLUBS 

Every year we have a group of Year 12 students who are trained to plan and deliver a series of after school 

Physics clubs in our local primary schools. This involves students working in small groups and being 

responsible for all aspects of the club from arranging the sessions with the schools, planning and trialling 

what they intend to deliver, and keeping a portfolio of their work.  This all contributes towards students 

receiving a British Science Association Silver Crest Award in recognition of over 30 hours work whilst 

completing the project.  The project can also be used as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award.  Huge 

congratulations go to the students who completed the project last year whose projects were finally signed 

off by the British Science Association this week.  The students have demonstrated real motivation, 

perseverance, resilience and enthusiasm and hopefully, they’ve had a bit of fun whilst doing it.  Those 

students are; George Webb, Daniel Rhymer, Chris Jennings, Millie Bartley, Louise Brown, Verity Bacon, 
Nicole Bradshaw, Annabelle Turner, Anna Vestentoft, Anna Morrell, Chloe Ashforth, Pippa Rudge and 
Georgia Start. 



PE Department 

Our sixth form netball squads continue to have a very successful 

season.  Recently all three teams travelled to Solihull school and all 

three teams won.  We have managed to secure sponsorship to buy 

the ‘A’ squad new netball dresses.  We now look as smart as we play!  

The A team in their new dresses are photographed alongside Lucinda Baker from our sponsors, 

Harrison Clark Rickerby’s Solicitors.  We are very grateful to 

our sponsors, and look forward to taking the netball dresses 

on ‘tour’ with us in March when we travel to the East 

Midlands region.  

 

STRATFORD SPORTS AWARDS 

Congratulations to the 7 AGS students who were shortlisted at the 

Stratford Sports awards for various categories.  Erin McGready (Y13 – 

ultimate Frisbee), Callum McGready (Y12 – ultimate Frisbee) and     

Taz Chape (Y9 – freestyle disco dancing) were all nominated in the 

alternative sports award.  Lauren Shepherd and Stacie Pegg (both Y13 

– skipping) were part of the winning team in the same category.        

Ed Higson (Y12 – sailing) was nominated in the junior sportsperson of 

the year, and Emily Forman (Y9 – athletics) was part of the winning 

Stratford athletics junior team.  As you can see from the photo, all of 

the students ‘scrubbed up well’ for the black tie event! 

COVENTRY, SOLIHULL, 

WARWICKSHIRE (CSW)           

LEVEL 3 GAMES  

Good luck to the swimming, 

rowing, table-tennis and athletics 

teams who are representing AGS 

and South Warwickshire at the 

CSW Level 3 school games at the 

end of March. 

We would like to thank Stratford 

Town Trust for their grant of £2,400 

which we will use to help finance 

our extensive range of sports for 

sixth form every Wednesday. 



PE Department 

INDOOR ATHLETICS 

Inter-house event 

Congratulations to all of the students who participated in the indoor athletics events on 14th and 

15th January.  We had a fantastic turn-out across Year 7s and 8s, proving that ‘sport really is for all’.   

 

Results were as follows:   

Year 7: 1st Dobell,  2nd Newport,  3rd Spencer,  4th Wells 

Year 8: 1st Spencer,  2nd Newport,  3rd Spencer,  4th Wells 

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE EVENT 

Our top athletes from the inter-house event went on 

to represent AGS at the South Warwickshire event.  

The students have been attending athletics club on a 

Friday lunch time to hone their skills.  It must have 

worked because all of our Year 7 and Year 8 girls and 

boys won their respective events, and go on to 

represent Warwickshire at the next round on the 23rd 

March.  The photo shows the winning boys teams. 

WARWICKSHIRE CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 

We pride ourselves on offering all of our students the opportunity to participate in sport, and this ethos 

really paid off at the Warwickshire cross-country championships on 31st January at Hatton country world.  

44 pupils, of varying ages, turned out on a cold, wet and windy Saturday morning to represent AGS.  We 

had more pupils competing than any other school in Warwickshire  and also had the top supporters as 

well (thank you to all the parents, and to Mr Sentance for their support and encouragement on the day).  

All of the teams entered on the day achieved top 3 finishes.   

 

Minor girls – 3rd, Junior girls – 3rd, Senior girls – 1st,  

Minor Boys – 2nd, Junior Boys – 1st, Inter boys – 2nd and Senior boys – 2nd. 

Special congratulations to the following top 10 individual finishers:  

Edie Hutchinson (Y9 – 10th), Harriet Green (Y12 – 3rd), Michael O’Rourke (Y7 – 7th),  

Cameron Palmer (Y8 – 7th),  Peter Hanley (Y11 – 8th), Joe Morrow (Y12 – 5th). 

On Saturday 8th April, Flora Roberts (Year 13), Molly Phillips (Year 12), 

Morgan Shelley (Year 12), and Katie Phillips (Year 11) journeyed up to 

Beaver Hall in Bradnop, Leek, to compete in the Cortaflex County 

Challenge Show Jumping Qualifiers for this year. The team competed in 

Class 3 but unfortunately did not get a place as qualifiers but, in Class 4, 

Flora was placed 5th individually and Molly won, being named the County Champion and qualifying to 

go on and represent Warwickshire and Alcester Grammar at the Championships held at Bury Farm on 

17th April. A wonderful result - we hope to see more successes for the Equestrian Team later in the year! 



KS3 NEWS 

We have recently purchased a set of djembes, thanks to the proceeds 

raised at the Christmas Concert. The Year 8s were the first to benefit 

from these, during their African Music unit. Students enjoyed learning 

how to play the djembe, and produced some brilliant compositions.  

There was a fantastic level of detail in the projects handed in this term, 

and congratulations to everyone who now has their work displayed 

around the department!  

 

We are working hard on a new area of the department website where students will be able 

to download recordings of their work in lessons. Watch this space! 

Music Department 

KS4 & KS5 NEWS 

Congratulations to all our AS 

and A2 students who performed 

at the Recital Evening on the  

10th of February as their mock 

performance exam.  

 

Well done to Florence Cain 

(Year 9) and Jim Bate (Year 10) 

who also performed their exam 

pieces during the evening. A lot 

of hard work was put in, and it 

was a fantastic display of the 

talent we have here in AGS. 

Get involved! 

Are you interested in joining one of our groups? 

Would you like to set up your own group? 

Have you been thinking about learning an 

instrument?  

 

Come and speak to Miss Bray in the music office 

CONGRATULATIONS                                                                                         

We want to celebrate the fantastic music achievements of our 

students at AGS (whether they learn an instrument inside or outside 

school).  

 

Congratulations to Eve Cain (Year 12) and Florence Cain 

(Year 9), who both won their respective categories in 

the Reading Young Musician of the Year.   

 

Have you sat an exam recently?  Let us know! 

CALLING ALL YR7— 9 STUDENTS 

Are you possibly thinking of taking GCSE music in the future? Do you compose 

or write your own songs in your own time? Come along to MU1, Thursday 

lunchtime for Composition, and learn how to use music programmes such as 

Sibelius and Cubase . 



Music Department 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR NEWS 

The String Group performed at the South Warwickshire Schools Music Festival hosted at King Edward VI 

School in Stratford-upon-Avon. The students performed the Capriol Suite by Peter Warlock and did a 

fantastic job. Well done to all the students that participated: 

 

Alex Dior 

Amber Elliott 

Amity Fenton 

Emily Gordon 

Eve Cain 

Florence Cain 

Izi Richmond-Hewlett 

Miriam Gentleman 

Nathan Shalom 

GREAT OPPORTUNITIES 

There are still spaces for a keyboard/piano player, 

singer, and guitarist in the AGS Joe Archer Band.  Joe is 

a professional jazz/pop/rock guitarist who with plenty of 

performing experience. If you are interested then 

please let Miss Bray know.  

 

 

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 

We are now able to offer jazz/pop piano and 

saxophone lessons at the school.  

 

Please let Miss Bray know if you are 

interested as soon as possible as places are 

limited.  

CONCERT NEWS 

A wide variety of ensembles have continued to run throughout the term all working hard towards the Gala 

concert on the 7th of May. With some new ventures and collaborations, it is shaping up to be an exciting 

concert .   

 

Book your tickets from the 13th April. 



Duke of Edinburgh 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS WHO HAVE RECENTLY 

COMPLETED THEIR DofE AWARDS 

Silver: Emma Hancocks, Hyunwoo Oh, Alex Taramasco, Sam Smith and Harriet Green 

Gold: Adam Williams, Alice Lavender, Oliver Marchant, Anna Morrell, Jane Wackett, 

Jessica Smith, Edward Gough, Lauren Shepherd,  Cadie Hibberd and Tom Mayrick 

A special mention must go to Adam, Alice, Anna, Edward, Lauren and Cadie who 

have completed their Gold award at such an early stage in Year 13. The cumulative efforts of those 6 totals: 

312 hours of volunteering, 286 hours of physical activity, 156 hours of learning a skill, over 840km walked over 

the 2 expeditions and over 30 days on various residential activities.  

A great effort. Well done!  

Student Opportunities 

We are very proud of our Year 11 student Megan White's success on 

the football pitch.  Megan has just signed a contract to play for 

Coventry City Girls Football Club first team and played her first match 

for them in early March. Megan continues to be a shining example that 

with hard work and commitment our students can excel both inside 

and outside the classroom.                                                                                                                                          

Very well done to Megan on this achievement; we wish you continued 

success. 

Jo Turner 

28 students from years 10 to 12 completed a 30km hike in the Brecon 

Beacons on Saturday - their first training exercise in the run up to 

their expedition to Tanzania in summer 2016 where they will tackle 

the 4,500m peak of Mount Meru.  

Tanzania Training 



Ski Trip 

 

YEAR 8 SKI TRIP TO PRATO NEVOSO, 

ITALY 

After a somewhat lengthy 

coach journey to Italy, we 

arrived to a fabulous pizza 

dinner that set the tone for 

the coming week.  Sunday 

morning and 66 Year 8 

students hit the slopes, 

quite literally in some cases, 

under a brilliant blue sky.  This was 

not to last.  As students gradually got their 'ski legs' over the next few days the weather 

deteriorated/got better (depending on your viewpoint) and three days of skiing in snow 

and low cloud ensued.  By mid week this cleared and there was a return to sunshine 

and perfect visibility of the stunning 'Paramount Pictures' mountain (genuine) in the 

distance.  Ski conditions were fantastic.  The evenings were spent ice skating, making 

snow sculptures, tubing and night skiing.   

A few injuries aside, the week was a fabulous one for all concerned. 

Mr Young 

6th Form Subject Sampling  

Food Technology Department 

The GCSE and A Level Food Technology students have been producing 

a range of high quality and tasty creations in their FT lessons .  They 

would put the contestants on Master Chef through their paces! 

 

These dishes are an example of the work entered for GCSE and A Level 

exam assessment . 

TRYING THEIR HAND AT ART  

Our 6th Form Subject Sampling evening in January was a 

fantastic success again this year giving over 430 prospective 

students the chance to experience lessons throughout the 

school  and to have an opportunity to try  a selection of 

potential A level subjects . 



Alcester Grammar School 

Term Dates 2015-16 

Dates for Diary 

Monday 13th April  - Yr10 Newquay Parents’ Information Evening at 6.30pm   

Thursday 7th May 2015 - Gala concert at 7pm 

Wednesday 24th June - Sixth Form Induction 

Monday 29th & Tuesday 30th June - KS3 Drama Plays 

Thursday 2nd July  - Yr7 Open Evening 

Wednesday 8th July  - Summer Concert at 7pm 

Spring Term  2015  

Term ends Friday 27th March 

Summer Term 2015  

Term starts Monday 13th April 

May Day Monday 4th May 

Half Term Monday 25th—Friday 29th May (inclusive) 

Term ends Friday 17th July 

Autumn Term 2015  

Monday 7th September Yrs 7 & 13 Welcome Day 

Tuesday 8th September Yr12 Welcome Day & Yr13 Reading Day 

Wednesday 9th September All students in school 

Half Term Monday 26th—Friday 30th October (inclusive) 

Term ends Tuesday 15th December 

Spring Term 2016  

Term starts Monday 4th January 2016 


